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Far over 50 years the Natiomal Council of SPCAs has been protecting our country’s animals.
We prevent cruelty, promote kindness and alleviate the suffering of animals.
D vigion is to end animal cruglty in South Africe and engender compassion for all onimais.
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Clainman s Repont

By CHOICE, CHANCE and CHANGE,
the “SOMEONE" is YOU

Animals pay a dear price, simply for being born into o world
where humans see them as “property.”

These beings are not “resources, ” they are living, breathing,
hurting members af our global family. - Anthony Damians

if you are reading this, then | would like to remind you that you are
that “someone.”

*1 hope that somasne will help that animal, | hope that somesne
will call the authorities. | will share on social media and hops that
someane sees it”, Mo, you ane the someane. We need to speak up.
We need to act. Sllence has its own violence, and we can by choice,
when we have the chance, change the fate of those that canmot
defend thembe ves.

Anather year gone and what has changed for gur organisation® We
struggle with the same cruelfty, on a more intense kevel, and we still
fight the soul-destroying battles. But yes, my sentence starts with
but, we made enormous progress in our daily battles for change.
Change for animals. The importance of the rale af our arganisation
in dealing with the welfare of animals has been emphasised by both
the Constitutional Court and the High Cowrts of South Africa.  Our
Courts are unanimous in their opinéen that animal wellfare & an
extremaely important value in gur sockety and should be protected,
We were overjoyed with the judgement handed down in the
Pretoria High Court m owr favowr against the guotas handed down
in M17/18 regarding the Lion Bone Trade and Export. The Court
found that the quotas were wnlawiul and unconstitutional. Judge
Kollapen sald in his opening statement how Important this
judgement was for current and future generations in the manner in
which society interacts with and sees wildlife. This was incredible
work by our legal team, staff and all external role players and the
platfarrm far change has been laid.

Everybody s egual before the law, but no cne s abowe the law, and
this year we saw Thandl Modise's first court appearance in a long
battle (o seek justics for the animals that suffersd and died an her
farm. & Deputy Mayor was found guilty after shooting a dog and
leaving the animal to suffer. Dogfighting cases have seen direct
imprisonment for the dogfighters. No one is abowve the law,

A second private prosecution by our organisathon brings hope to
dairy cows. Cabwes removed from thelr mothers shortly after birth
to be confined in cold steel crates will have us fighting for their
future fates. By cholce, when given the chance, we do not hesitate
to do everything in our power to bring change for the suffering
animals in our world,

The cruel and horrendous exporting of lve animals s still ongodng.
but nat without a huge effort from us to ideally stop this cruel
trade, and, in the meantime fight for the rellef amd better
conditions of thousands and thousands of animals being shipped
for weeks on end in suffering conditions, These ane heartbreaking
conditions and images. There are still people who do not know the
tasks on the shoulders of our staff when it comes to euport,
imspecting carga facilities and changing farming conditions for
animals, The time for change is now. The time to act s now,

In & flat economy, & nation on the brink of giving up, we can simply
rat afford to fall victim to this situation, however strenuous and
self-sacrificing. We cannot do this on our own. Many companies
and individuals have stepped up and joined us in the battle for
animal welfare. We are forever grateful to them. Howewer, the
battle is long and the fight hard; it is ongoing and comes at a huge
cost. We need all the support we can get from society, especially
those that hawve the best interest of all creatures at heart.

| would like ta thank each and every member of staff at the National
Councll of 3PCAs, for not giving up, for the sacrifice and the effort.

Ta my fellow Board Colleagues and our CEQ, Marcelle, thank you
This task we signed up for ks tough. Thank you for not giving up.

THEA SMIT
CHAIRMAN
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Promoting THE FIVE FREEDOMS
& FREEDOM from thirst, hunger ond malnutrition « FREEDOM from discomfort
» FREEDOM from pain, injury and disease » FREEDOM to express normal behaviour
& FREEDOM from feor ond distress

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Thea Smit {Chairman)

lane Marston |Dr) (vice-Chalrman]
Bryan Hirsch [Fimancial Director)
Marcelle Meredith {Executive Director]
Collette Mang

Christopher Marubu (Dr)

Victorla McDonald

Mary Nicolaou

Anneiie Asdemeyer

Dave Taylor {Resigned in June 2019)

MANAGEMENT TEAM

The Management Tearn is made up of personnel with specialist skills and experience who manage their respective Units,

Marcelle Meredith [Chisf Executive Officer] Wendy Willsor [Special Investigations)
Esté Kotzd (Deputy Chigf Exeoutive Officer) Armo de Klark {Special Projects]
Erika Barnman {Animal Ethics) Eryce Marack [Dr] (Consulting Yeterinarian)
Morgane lames [Donkeys, Outreach and Tralning) Douglas Wolhuter [Wildlife Frotection)
Graoe de Lange [Farm &nimal Protection] Karen Trendber {'wildlife Trade and Trafficking)
lson Pleterss [Socsety Ligison)

INSPECTORATE, COMMUNICATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

The Mational Council of SPCAs operates with a team of gualified Senlor Inspectors and nspectors who ane spread across the varous Units,
Administrative and Communications staff members collectively handle bookkeeping. administration, public relations, website, social media and
the fundraising function.
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ABOUT OUR INSPECTORS

in pursult of the prevention of cruelty, the National Council of
SPCAs operates on the principle of education before prosecution,
unless the situation Is such that immediate prosecution s
warranied or a person refects educathon.

The function of qualfied Inspectors & broad-based, requiring
commitment and the ability to be objective. The Inspector plays a
key rode in animal welfare and carries out & variety of functions.
These inchude handling all animal specied, sensitising children to
pompassion for animals, educating members of the public on
correct handling and care, rescuing animals, conducting
irvestigations and laying criminal charges against peaple wha have
perpetrated deliberate or negligent acts of cruelty.

All qualified Inspectors are authorised in terms of the Animals
Protection Act 71 of 1962, Inspectors undergo a rigorous training
programmea and recebee ongoing traindng throughout thelr careers
to ensure that the highest standards are maintained. Qualified
Inspectors of the National Councll of SPCAs are speclalists in their
fields dealing specifically with farm anémals, wildlife, research
animals, equine and working animal issues. Animals used in
entertainment and sport also receive our focused attention, as do
aguatic species that fall under the banner of aguaculture,

When disasters strike and emergency sitluations srise, ouwr skillad
teams provide hands-on assistance to animals.

PLEDGE TO SERVE ANIMALS

| PLEDGE -

T uphold the law and protect ALL animals and treat them with
compassian and kindress ot all tirmes.

T respond swiftly and professionally to assist animals in need,
regardiess of time or place.

To sdhere to the Code of Ethics and all Rules and Policies =
stipulated in the Operations Manual and uphold the principles
aof the SPCA moverment,

To wphold and promote the Five Freedoms and the kind
treatmaent of animals by humans.,

To treat both people and animals with respect.

CONSULTING VETERINARIAN

Or Bryce Marcchk, the Consulting Veterinarian of the Mational
Council of 5PCAs, works alongside the Inspectors of the
arganisation’s specialised Units and prowides professional input on
a variety of animal welfare bsues. Collaboration is largaly with the
Farm Animal Protection Unit and the Spedal Investigations Uinit.
Howewer, assistance s also provided to other Units of the National
Council of SPCAs in relation to horses and dogs utilised by the South
Adrican National Defence Force and those horses used in enduranoe
racing events,

In respesct af the Farm Animal Protection Unit, assistance has been
provided in the development of standards for Fvestock [both
nationally and internaticnally} and on specific topics such as the lkve
expart of animals by sea and the development of hurmane slaughter
technigues for both disease control and consumpiion, The latter
was presented at the United Nations, highlighting the successes of
the Mational Council of SPCAs. in addition te this and after tharasugh
resgarch, advice has been ghven on what & acoeptable in the
livestock sector from an animal welane standpoint.

On-farm inspections have been undertaken together with the Farm
Animal Protection Inspectors and have culminated in weterinary
reparts for the purposes of prosecution and education. These
Issues have also been discussed at forums, such as the National
Animal Forum and meetings with the gowernment and industry.
One notable prosecution b8 that of & kigh profibe figure, which case
has required post-mortems, on-farm sample collection and
humane euthanasia of the pigs at the enterprise. This has
culminated in an extrermely solid scentific report.

Or B Marock represents the Farm Animal Protection Unit on the
International Coalition far Animal Welfare (ICFAW) and kas been
Invited by the ICFAW to participate on an ad-hoc poultry welfare
committee to further protect and develop progressive stipulations
approved by the World Organisation for Animal Health [DIE)'s
sclentific technical committee.

Woarking with the Spedial Investigations Unit which deals with the
haorrific crime of crganised dogfighting during the past 12 manths,
Dr B Marock has conducted examinations on six groups of dogs
which have resulted in veterinary reporis for the purposes of
prosecution, Due to extensive research and collaboration with
various ewperts in their  field [pathologists, surgeons,
epidemiclogists, etc], this has resulted in most of Dr Marock's
reports being accepted by the defance attormeys as irmefutable,
thus being accepted as evidence. Assistance has also been pravided
to external veterinarians on the intricacies of compiling reports for
these complicated cases relating to the keeping of fighting dogs.

Vieterinary attention is alsa provided to domestic and farm animals
when putreach programmes are conducted In indigent areas,

Representing the National Cauncil of SPCAs, Dr B Marock preserted
on the subject "Hurmane end of life (euthanasia) for the purposes
of disease control® at the 3™ Africa Animal Welfare Conference in
fuddis Ababa, Ethiopia on 3 Seplember 2019, The conference was
hosted by the African Network for Animal ‘Welfare, the LUinited
Mations and the state of Ethiopia.
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Unit repovts ore o testament to the work vndertoken for animols
by o team of dedicoted individuals,

At the end of another year | am pleased to report that despéte tough
soonomic times, the growing competition for the charitable Rand
and rising costs on almost every fromt, the Mational Councl of
SACAs managed to contaln expenditure and still atiend to the many
animal welfare isswes in South Africa.

The National Council of SPCAs Is often called upon for assistance by
Government bodies, yet no funding is forthooming from this sector
o help us address the significant animal welfare issues.

in kewping with the Mational Council of SPCAs" mission to prevent
cruglty and promote the welfare of all animals, it is necessary that
we continually evaluate owr progress, streamline strateges and
ook to the future sustainability of an organisation which is
respordible for securing major changes for animals, The
development of a long-term strategy s in progress to grow the
capacity of the National Council of SPCAs to improve not only the
spreading of the welfare message but also to increase fundraising.

Saff members are commended for their commitment and
compassion in their various areas of operation. Often, long working
hours and the distressing cruelty encountered dampen the spirits
of staff. This is the nature of work in animal welfare. Those who
care the most, see the worst. My appreciation therefore to my
deputy Esté Kotzé and the staff. Together we achiewve great
improwements for animal welfare in South Africa,

Beports on the achievements for the year are highlighted in the
warisus sections of the Annual Report and are & testarment o the
work for animals undertaken by this dedicated team of indbdduals,
The challenges hawe been many — from rescuing dogfighting
wictirns, to fighting for the freedom of movermnent for farm animals,
to bringing health care to animals in indigent areas and keeping the
welfare spatlight on working animals, thase used for scientific
purposas and animals used in sporting activities, In addition to this,
the Communications team has dealt effectively with public
relations and raised much-needed lunding.

The past year has ssen the Mational Council of SFCAs take the legal
route on 3 number af important issues. This included challenging
the Department of Ervironmental Affairs on its established lon
bone guotas, our first private prosecution undertaken by the

AfriFprum legal team In seeking justice for the animals left to starve
on the Thandi Modise farm, and taking action on behalf of the
Malati Dairy cabves. All of these sees have demanded an expert
legal team and this responsibility was placed In the ever-capable
hands of Dr ] Marston. Twenty-one years later and lane continues
1o be one of owr most valued members of the team.

We owe a debt of gratitude to Adv Les Morison 5.C., Adv Angus
McKenrie and Adv Thal 5cott. We also thank the AfriForum team -
A Gerrie Mel 5.C., Mrs Phyllis Yorster, investigating Officer Slang
Maangwade and Adv Andrew Leask. My deep gratitude is expressed
1o @l poncermed.

The export of live animals by sea has long been recognised by the
Mational Council of SPCAs a5 a major source of suffering for farm
animals. Every aspect of the process holds the potential for
disastrous conseguences for large numbers of animals that are
shipped from our shores on long journeys to other countries.

The decision to export live sheep to the Middle East being
considered by the Sputh African government, is cause for great
concern, If this shipment proceeds, 0000 sheep will endure
segere heat stress, disease, physical discomfort, trauma and injury,
the inability to rest, food and water restrictions and respiratory and
ocular infections. The ships are not knewn as death ships for no
good reason. This is a disaster. We will do everything in our power
ta stop this from happening.

it has beon sald that an grganisation Is only a5 strong as its
supporters and the Mational Council of SPCAs i fortunate in having
the strong backing of animal-lovers who respond 19 our calls to
action and appeals for inancial assistance. They share our vision to
end animal cruelty in South Africa and engender compassicn for all
animals. To these loyal supporters of animals, | extend my gratiude
and appredation for choosing the National Coundl of 5PCAs
through which to show their kindness.

in clesing, | thank the Board of Directors who volunteer their time
and support the work of the National Council of SPCAs.

MARCELLE MEREDITH
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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The National Council of SPCAs works prooctively to uplift the welfare of animals in this country
and ensures that the protection they have under South African low is upheld and respected.

THANDI MODISE FACES CHARGES OF

ANIMAL CRUELTY

On 5 July 2014 Inspectors from the Mational Council of SPCAs
entountered creelty and animal neglect on a farm in the North
West Province owned by Ms Thand| Modise [former Chadrperson of
the Mational Council of Provinces and current Speaker of the
National Assembly of South Africa). Anemals were left to fend for
themsehes without food, water and medical care. Anémals were
found dead and dying and many had started to decompose. The
pigs had resorted to cannibalism to survive.

A criminal case of animal cruelty was opened for contravening the
Ansmals Protection Act Mo, 71 of 1962, Two yesrs laber, the State

dedlined to prosecute and an application was successfully made to
the Director of Public Prosecution to privately prosecute.

In July P18 at a joint National Council of SPCAs and AfriForum
media conference, it was snnownced that AfriForum’s Private

Prosecution Unit would privately prosecute Ms T Modise on behalf
of the National Council of SPCAs.

Ady Gerrie Nel 5.C. (AfriForum Private Prosecution Uinig) with
Ads M Mevedith (CEQ, Notiong Counctl of 5PCAS)
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Thils is the first private prosecution being pursued by the National
Council of SPCAs.

M5 T Modise was first due to appear in court on 21 June J009 but
her legal team advised that because of her responsibilities as
pariiamentary speaker at President Cyril Ramaphosa's State of the
Nation Address she was enable to attend. M3 T Modise made her
first appearance in the Potchefstroom Reglonal Court on 22 buly
20189 on charges of animal cruelty. The case was postponed to 30
Octaber 2019 whien Ms T Madise will plead on the changes.

The Mational Council of SPCAs extends Its gratitede to Adv Gerrle
MNel 5.C. for presiding over the organisation's first private
prosecution case. The legal senvice provided by AfriForum’s Private
Prosecuticn Unit is recognised with great appreciation,

NO PROGRESS IN TWO CASES OF
ANIMAL CRUELTY AGAINST SANDF

In & media statement Bsued in July 2019, the National Council of
SPCAs expressed its frustration with the lack of progress and dear
lack of interest in two cases against the South African Army Special
Infantry Capability (SAASIC]) Unit members of the Sauth African
Mational Defence Force [SANDF) for their gross neglipence and
deliberate brutality of the horses in thedr care.

The Mational Councl of SPCAs laid criminal charges agaimst
mambers of the SANDF's SAA5|C Unit for starvation and neglect of
horses in May 2018, and for defiberale brutality to hores in
January 2019,

After fadling on 8 number of oocasions to make telaphonic contact
with the relevant detectives of the South African Police Services
(3PS in Potchefstroom regarding the progress of the cases, a
Senior inspector from the MNational Council of SPCAs visited the
Patchefstroom SAFS in person. It was established that no further
investigation had been conducted, neither of the dockets could be
bocated and that the Officer Commanding of the SAASIC Unit had
allegedly told police that neither he nor amy SAASIC members
would provide statements.

From the feedback provided by the detectives, it would appear that
SMASIC has & complete disregand for the country’s legal systerm and
na remarse for the cruelty that took place at their Potchefstroom
base, and the detectives involved could not be less interested,

Despite the SAASIC Unit's Officer Commanding’s refusal to
cooperate with the SAPS investigations and the general lack of
accountability, the National Council of SPCAs remains determined

to ensure that the matter is brought before the cowrts. Cruelty to
arimals cannot be ignoned and those accountable need to face the
consequences of their sctions.

ACTIONS FOR ANIMALS

Each of our Operational Units, which handle specific porifolios,
undertake investigations of animal cruelty. Inspecions abo waork
proactively to Improve the welfare of animals in the aneas in which
thary operate by undertaking inspections,

Warnings and Notices

Suggestions for improvements to Iving conditions and diets are
prowided and warnings are ssued when more serious matters are

encountered, such as the need for improving hyglene or providing
veterinary treatment,

During the period under review, 345 warnings, notices and letters
of requirements were issued for improvements to fving conditions
and standards of animal care.

Successful Prosecutions

Justice for animals was achieved with 18 successful prosecutions

during the reporting period. The following landmark cases are

moed:

« On the 7 November 2018 in Atteridgeville we werne stunned and
pleased when the first tao years direct Imprisonment sentence
without suspendion nor an option of a fine was handed down to
two men who pleaded guilty after National Councll of SPCAs
Inspectors caught them and eight other man fighting dogs in
Pretoria

» O the 19 February 2019 in the Roodepoort Regional Court, the
longest direct impriscnment term yet of 5.5 years and 5.1 years
without suspension nor an option of a fine |amongst other
punishments] was handed down 1o two men who pleaded guilty
to fighting their dogs and other related cruelty. They were caught
red-handed by Inspectors of the National Council of SPCas,

= The sentencing on the 19 February 2019 in Roodepoort Regional
Couwrt also meted cut & 10 months direct imprisanment without
suspension nor an option of a fine which was the first direct
imprisonment for a person caught by the National Cowncil of
5PCAs and who pleaded guilty to just watching a dog fight, this
wias followed shortly by another sentencing of a year of direct
imprisenment withoul suspensicen nor an option of a fine for the
same offence on the 13 May in Atteridgeville Magistrates court,

On the 23 May 5 men who had been apprehended by the

Inspectors of the Mational Council of 5PCAs were all sentenced to

between two and a half years and three years of direct

Iimprisommant with no part suspended and no aption of a fine for

owning and keeping dogs for fighting purposes as well as

subjecting these dogs to filthy [iving conditions and denying them
mdical care.

Pending Cases

A further 97 cases are swalting finallsation through the judicial
system. These cases related 1o equine, farm animals, wildlife and
domaesthc animals.

Far mare details on pending couwt coses, please
refer to the wariows Linil sections.
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Léons in Focus

The commercial breeding and keeping of ons for hunting purposes and supply to the lion bone

industry roises serious welfare concerns,
This has drown the focused attention of the Notional Councill of SPCAs,

HIGH COURT RULES IN FAVOUR OF LIONS

AND THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SPCAs
The captive lion industry, cub petting canned hunting, ard the
trade In llon bone |5 a highly contentious and confroversial lssue
both globally and locally.

Lion bones are exparted ta Asia as a supplement for tiger bane
utilsed in wines, tonics, traditional medicine and ornaments.

Trophy hunting and canned lian hunting were the main sowrces of

bone for expart for many yesrs but with global opposition to
eanned hunting snd changes to trophy import regulstions, lisn
bone became a primary product with Bons being bred and
slaughtered for bone. The slaughter s not adequately regulated or
controlled.

The Mational Council of SPCAs has a number of pending criminal
cases against captive lion facilities that have neglected, and insome
instanoes, completely disregarded the wellare of their lions.

Sinca the lion bone guota directly impacts the welfare of captive
ligns, the MNational Coundl of SPCAs chalenged the method used by
the then Minister of Ervironmental Affairs in determining the
quotas of lion bone exports in 200 7 (200 skeletons) and 2018 (1,500
skeletons), and also the conditions in which captive llons are kept,
in the Gauteng High Court, Pretoria on 25 and 26 June 2015,

On & August 2018, judgement was handed down by ludge )
Kollapen in the Pretoris High Cowrt in the case between the
National Council of SPCAs and the Minister of Emvironmantal Affairs
and the South African Predator Breeders Association regarding the
lien bone export quetas and the Implications for the welfare of
captive lion,

Judgement was found in favour of the National Coundl of SPCAS.

Im his opening statements, udge Kollapen stated that this was an
important judgement for both cumrent and future gerarations in

7| NSPCA



addressing the manner in which society interacts with wildlife and
the environment.

ludge Kollapen referenced the 2016 judgment in the MNational
Council of SPCAs' case against the Minister of Justice and
Constitutional Dewelopment, which stated that “the rationale
behind protecting animal welfare has shifted from merely
safeguarding the moral status of humans to placing intrinsic value
on animals as Individuals®,

ludge Kollapen found that the quotas set in 2017 and 2018 for the
expart of lion bone tkeletons were unlawiul and untonstitutional,
and did not follow due process. It was further stated that the
Minister and the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA)
disregarded the welfare of captive hon in seiting the quota, and
whilst welfare Is not thelr mandate, the Minister and the DEA must
take the welfare of captive lion, and other captive wildlife into
consideration in decision making.

Regardless that amimal welfare does mot form part of the
Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries® mandate, the
government is now legally obliged to consider animal welfare In all
its wildlife conservation decisions, otherwise, it goes against the
spirit of Section 24 of the Corstitution of the Republic of South
Africa, 19596.

The importance of animal wetare and the vital and legal role of the
National Councll of SPCAs in protecting captive and wild animals
has been recognised in this precedent-setting judgemant.

One cannot simply use, abuse and trede wildlife without
considering their welfare and well-being.

International documentary and exposé
StaM members of the National Council of SPCAS warked with a
number of international imvestigative journalists and participated
in the filming of “Lions, Bones and Bullets’ an international
documerntary and expasé,

CAPTIVE LION INDUSTRY

Growing local and international opposition to the captive breeding
of lion for hunting and the bone trade resulted in the expulsion of
South  African hunting ofganisations from  Intefnational
conservation groups and calls to stop the captive breeding of lion
went unheeded by South Africa. This resulted in a two-day

Parliarnentary Collogusirm in August 2018 which was called to
interrogate the industry. 5taff from the National Councll of SPCAS
were participants at this Colloguium.

The resulting Parliamentary Collaquium Report an the Captive Lion
Industry was adopted by the National Assembly. A panel of experts
is to be convened by the Minkster of Environmant, A representative
froem the Mational Council of SPCAs has been nominated and
interviewed for the panel. Feedback |s awaited,

Subsequent 1o, and &2 & result of the Lien Bone Judgement,
representathves from the Natlonal Councll of SPCAs participated In
presenting at the Department of Ervironmental Affairs
Ervironmental Management Lekgotla, Inspector Doug Wolhuter
and Karen Trendier now represent the National Councll of 5PCAs on
the hMinister's Wildlife Welfare Farum.

The National Council of SPCAs also continues to participate in the
Mational African Lion Task Team:.

ACTIONS FOR LIONS

The Mational Coundil of SPCAs has, for many years, been concerned
about and invobeed In addressing the welfare problems assoclated
with the captive breeding of lion for hunting, cub patting, paying
wolunteers and lion walks, After being pulled from their mathers,
the cubs are used and abused for tourism and, when oo DIg. are
hwrted and more recently also slaughtered for thesr bones.

There are currently abaut B000 = 10,000 lians in captivity in South
Africa,

Im Aperil 2019 Inspectors from the 'Wildlife Protection Unit obtained
a warrant after receiving & complaint regarding lions that were
repartedly in a shocking condition in the Morth West Province.
Predators (llons, caracals, tigers and |eopards) were discovered
Iiving in small overcrowded enclosures withowt adeguate shalter,
na provision of water, and in filthy and parasitic conditions. 37 of
the lions had mange. Two lion cubs that were unable to walk were
rernaved from the premises.

Thie Matlonal Council of SPCAS issued & warning and lakd crimimal
charges against the farm owner and staff for several contraventions
of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 19632,

Ini July 20185, the National Coundil of 5PCAs undertook a follow-up
inspection at the same facility. The Inspectors obtained a warrant

B| NSPCA



and found minimal improvement in the conditions on this farm. A
lian cub was found dead and stored in a cold room and two maone
lian cubs showing similar symptoms 1 the bwo cubs that were
removed in April were found concealed in a crate in a warehouse.
The facility's veterinarian euthanased the two cubs. Two carcasses
were removed for pest mortem examinations.

On further investigation, the Inspectors found a chest freezer with
approximately 20 carcasses of lion and tiger of varying ages. The
Matinnal Council of SPCAS removed & further five carcadses far post
marem examinations to determing the cause of death and will ba
laying further charges in terms of the Animals Protection Act Nao 71
of 15963,

Two Lion Cubs Rescued

At the Morth Waest lion farm inspected in April 300% Inspectors wene
horrified to find twa lion cubs wnable to walk and that sppeared to
be showing signs that they were suffering from a neurological
condition. The National Council of SPCAs remsed the two cubs for
asseument and veterinary treslment by & specialist earnivors
veterinarian,

With an estimated six month period required to repair the damage
caused by meningeencephalitis and malnutrithon, 8 fundraiser
commenced to finance nutritious food, supplements, weterinary
care and medicines for the two rescued cubs.

The campalgn, launched in May 2019, was hugely successiul and
the money raised has hedped to nurse the cubs back to health so
that they can ultimately live out their lives in an approved
sanctuary,

We are most grateful to Dr Peter Cabdwell and his staff at the Old
Chapel Yeterinary Clinic for taking such spedial care of these two
litthe carnivores and for nestoring them to health,

We express our apprediation to Martin Baster and Dianneg Hﬂm
of Jacaranda FM for hosting our Public Relations Officer and Dr
Peter Caldwell on Good Morning Angels and for promaoting support
of the campalgn.

& huge debt of gratitude is owed to our major donors, WeBuyCars,
the Good Morning Angels Fumd and Roman’s Pirma for their
substantial donations of RS0 000 cach.

Our heartfelt thanks are also extended to the many indiwidual
donors who generously supported this campaign through the
BatkaBuddy website and by way of donations made directly to the
National Council SPCAs,

After just a few weeks, the cubs (named Karlos and vana by
‘WeBuyCars and Roman's Plzza respectively) were already on the
road to recovery and responding wall to medication and specialised
fegding s care.

It s deplorabde that animals with serious medical allments were left
to suffer, untreated. Criminal charges hawe been Laid against the
farm owner for contraventions of the Animals Protection Act 71 of
1962, The case ks pending

How, Some months dawn the line, Karles and hvana are growing in
strength, gaining more mobiity and taking an nterest in their
surroundings

Dougles Wolhuter (NSPCAJ, DManne Broodrpk (Geod Marming

Angelsl, Meg Witson (NSPCAJ, Or Peter Coldwell (Veteninarian),

Martin Bester [locoranda F], Alexia Christepher-Koen and
Wynond Bewkes [WeluyCars)

In an wncaring scenarks whaere the King of the Jlungle ks treated with
such disrespect, the lives of two victims were improved. 'We trust
that going forward, the actions of the Mational Council of SPCAs will
bring abowt positive changes for the many lions held in captivity in
South Africa.

We eutend our sincere
apprediation to the wildlife
photographer, Shen Scott
from Culture Capital, who is
respondible for the amadng
photograph on the front
cover of the report as well
a3 the pholograph on the
right.

Wisit the wehsite:
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Mational Coundil

of SPCAs

Commancty Outneact

Through our outreach programmes, the National Councll of SPCAs [s able to provide assistance to
poverty-stricken communities. We prevent suffering through sterilisation, the provision of food
and by providing medicol assistonce to domestic, form ond working animals,

POMFRET OUTREACH

In December 2018 an cutreach team was dispatched to Pomiret in
the North West Province. Fomfiret 5 a small desert town with littha,
if any, service deleeery. The community relies on support from
church groups, NGOs, Gowernment grants and small scale Ivestock
farming. There are no State veterinary services and Fwvestock
owners have 8 continual struggle with the lack al primary heatth
care, vacgines and guidance. For the majority of people, animal
drawn carts are the only mode of transport. Horses are also wsed
for riding bataeen farms and herding stock.

in 2016 a sterilisation outreach was undertaken in this area
together with the distribution of emergency food and water

supplies for farm animals and working equine during the severs
drought at the time. in 2017 further education work was
undertaken in the area. The objective of this cutreach was to assess
the success of previous outreaches and 1o address arising concerns
= miast notably the lack of health care and guidance for livestock
owners, Reports of disease in the area affecting goats, in particular,
were reparted by ewners and was impacting their lvelihood due to
poar producthvity and death of thelr stock.

Armed with veterinany supplies, vaccinations for goats, deworming
amd dip, harmessing and tack for eguine, emergency feed and
educational material, the team smbarked on 3 week-long outreach
o improwe the welkare of animals.
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Farm Animals

The emerging farmers in this shea own berds of sheep, goats, cattle
and small flocks of free-roaming chickems. There s no access to
weterinarians and cwners have limited knowledge and resources to
assist their animals. Various medical problems were identified and
owners asked for assistance for a variety of conditions from an
abscess, injuries and lameness to ingnown horms in cattie.

The animals walk long distances in search of food. Lameness
resulting from the rocky terrain and abscesies caused by punciure
wounds from the thorn serub are not uncommen but if anémals are
lamie they cannat walk to find food. These injuries were treated
ard cwners were shown how to provide primary health care =
cleaning and treating wounds with what they have available.

Education and training on primary health care and good
Mmanagement praclioes were provided to the owners, In addition,
pelleted feed and vaccines for poats were also distributed,

N

The feed provided shori-term support especially for weaker
andmals and mothers and thelr young - ghving them the opportunity
to improwe condition and cope better In their ervironment, Sound
management advice was given to owners to ensure improved
welfare of the animals in the futune.

Working Equine

Donkeys, mules and horses perform wital rodes in prowiding the
commaunity with mobility and a way to transport critical supplies for
people and their fwestock and domestic animals. Although they
work hard these animals do not always receive the necessary cane,
are overworked and have little time to graze.

In addition, inhumane harnessing and whipping cause pain and
imjuries.

Harmful bits were removed, the ansmals were treated and put on
rest to heal, and hemane bits were supplied to improve their
welfare. Some replacement harmessing was provided and owners
were taught how to make and fit thelr own humane harnessing.
Cwners were also educated on primary health care and wvital
aspects of managing equine.

Domestic animals

In the 2016 outreach, a large portion of the domestic animal
population this area was sterilised. Following up on sterilised
arimald revealed that the physical condition of animals hed
improved and that they were no longer suffering from reproductive
challenges. During this outreach, dogs were assisted with internal
and external parasite control, ‘Where necessary dogs recebved
treatment for minor injuries and their nails wers clipped,

Education

Education s a key component of cur work In communities and this
takes many forms. One of the most popular is providing community
members of all ages with educational material for them to take
hormse — from activities for children to adult reading. All material is
highty valued.

In educating animal owners the National Cowncll of SPCAs aims to
encourage compassion and kindness. 'We work with all age groups
through small group learning, practical teaching and by forming
refationships with commmnity members. These methods have
prosed to be effective in improving the welfare of animads.

Donor Support

Grateful acknowledgement to Meadow Feeds and the team of
personnel who transported one ton of pelleted livestock feed for
distribution Lo emenging farmers in the area.

Making a Difference

Supporters abo collected iterns of clathing, reading material, pet
food, water comtginers and equine tack for distribution in the
comamiunity to benafit owners and their animals. Ouwr goal is to help
animals but we are always mindful of the plight of the peopls in the
commiunity and we had the opportunity to distribute donated
items to needy community members. A& walker for an elderly lady
who lacked mability was life-changing. Clothes, blankets and toys
were all gratefully accepted in this disadvantaged community.
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SOME OF OUR OTHER OUTREACHES
Atteridgeville Outreach, Gauteng

Working together with the 5Specal |Investigations LUnit we
undertook an outreach in the Atteridgeville community, Gauteng in
March 2019. This community has had a significant increase in
pitbull welfare concerns and we have had successful dogfighting
prosecutions here. The rise in dogfighting, the threat to the human
and non-humans through dog attacks lead us Lo conduct a targeted
intervention pertalning to dogfighting and consequent welfare
problems. House to house inspections were undertaken, warnings
were issued and sterilisation of dogs was completed. Cosmamunity
mambers ware angaged and educated regarding dogfighting.

Mutele and Duthuni Outreach, Limpopo
In April and May 2019, an outreach to the Mutele and Duthuni
argas was undertaken to assist with rabies vaccinations, animal

wellane iswes, education and primary health care, especially with
donkeys and dogs. The team worked with the local vets to help as
many animals as possible

Numerous challenges were encountered while in the area, but
lhl'El"l the experence, skills and resourcefulness of this EEam, a
great deal was achieved in a short period of time and cwners were
wery grateful for the assistance.

The Compulsory Community Service Vaterinarian in Mutale
expressed his appreciation for assistance from the team and said
that together they achieved more in 8 week than he would have
been able to dain sin months,

Outreach Northern Cape
In June 2019, the team visited Deben, Kathu, Oklep, Comcordia and
Port Molloth in the Morthern Cape to assist working equine.

The Morthern Cape s an wnderserviced provinoe and animal owners
turn 1o us &5 the only service provider to assist them,

A team went to key areas and wndertook primary health care and
harnessing workshops focusing on equine but with many other
animals also assisted. Education was undertaken as well a5 training
of SAPS members, investigating comiplaints and issuing warnings.

Mandela Day 2019

On 18 July 2019 in celebration of Mandela Day, a team of Inspectors
from the National Council of 5FCAs spent the day working in the
East of Johannesbuwng, uplifting the lwes of farm animals belonging
te emerging farmers. Demonstrations on handling, hygiene,
cheaning and managemant ware given and animals were practically

Louisvale, Northern Cape

The tearn together with two wets and two wvet nurses went to
Louisvale |mear Upington) 1o assist the community with animal
welfare and hpalth Bsues and to sterilise a5 many animals as

In 10 days 471 pets were stevilsed and vaccinated, 523 welfare
intpections at homes were undertaken as well as ssducation and
training of owners, We made a massive impact in this comimunity
and the benefits will be long-lasting,

Thank you to the following SPCAs for their kind assistance - Louis
Trichard, Boksburg, Benond, 5andion, Randbung. Cerfwricn,
Johannesburg. Migel, Midrand and Alberton.

The community work undertaken by the National Cowncil of 5PCAs
is oritical not only to the welfare of the animals who benefitted
from improved welfare but also to the people. In a community
where the welfare of paople and their animals are intertwingd, they
redy on each other for surival.

SINCE THANKS to the 'G
MNational Lotteries
Distribution Trust
Fund for making this HATHONAL LOTTERNES COMMISSIDN
pmsihh LOTTO FUNDED
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Donkoey W Progect

The Donkey Upliftment Project is designed to improve the lives of people and their working
donkeys through educotional ond health workshops, school visits and by providing honds-on
assistance and skills transfer to donkey owners and users.

WHAT WE HAVE DONE FOR DONKEYS

In all the areas in which team members have warked during the
peried under review, there has been an improvement in the
welfare and health of the donkeys.

Harnessing

Replacing inhumane bits and texching harmess fitting and making
has reduced the number of wounds on the donkeys. Imgroved
health and harmessing has resulted in mone prodective animals and
a significant reduction in communication waunds such as whipping.
We encourage and gulde owners to take responsibility for their
animals and harneszing in a humane and sustainable manner.
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Health

Donkeys are robust, stoic animals which unfortunately makes them
s0 prone bo abuse. They carry on going when ather animals wauld
nt, and this also leads to the belief that they don’t get sick and
don't feel pain. Good health care, parasite prevention and
treatment and resting uvwedl animals are key messages. 'We have
tried to sensitise donkey users to the needs of the animals, and in
Lnme anead, we have made some good progress. In other areas,
donkey ownersfusers comply because of the law enforcement
aspect of our work.,

Life-Saving Intervention

We assisted the State Veterinariand in the far north Limpopo
Prowince where there was a major rables outbreak affecting dogs,
donkeys and people.  In this area, children are frequently
respongible for harnessing and using the donkeys and are in dinect
coniact with saliva from the donkey and this puts them at high risk
of cortracting rabies if a donkey has been affected.

The team covered a large area and provided critical education to
villagers. Where possible donkeys were brought 1o central points
for vaccination but where owners (especially the elderly) were not
able to do this then the team went to their homes to undertake the
raliies vatcination, health ard wellare checks.

171 donkeys were vaccinated In different villages In five days.

Working Regimes

The state of the economy alse alfects working donkeys. We see the
dymamic changas in communities - as people kose jobs or the youth
cannot ind employment many of them turn to work with donkeys.
Ower 90% of people intendewed are unemployed and rely on the
incomie generated from working donkeys to support their families,
This trend is problematic on different levels - lor example, some of
the people using donkeys now do not have the background, skills
or empathy compared to youth from a village whose family has
shways used donkeys. In these young men we see drug abuse,
domestic violence and life dissatisfaction — often taken out on the
donkey and for these problems, there is no easy solution.

Building supplies are ever in demand as the need for housing
increases and the price of fued is ever ncreasing. Mone oonkey cars
are being used commercially to meet these needs. But
commencially working donkey=s require a higher kevel of care and
nutrition which s seldom provided.

Our education, training and law enforcement strategies have had
to meet these challenges and some Improvements are seen -
owners buying more donkbeys so that they exdsting donkeys will not
be overworked, rest periods and off days and an incresss In the
purchase of supplementary feed. In some areas bales of grass are
now sold an the roadside to make them easily sccessible to owners
who buy them on the way home at night.

Youth
We have reached many young people through the project in
schoaols, small groups and youth clubs.

Across all areas, we have found the youth to be the most responsive
to change and the maost relable in trying to imarove the welfare of
their donkeys through tasks within their capabilities - handling.
grooming, watering, hitching and primary health care.

And of course It is not just donkeys, but all animals, that have
benefited from this education. Inspector Matome is a good role
rroded for the youth and many children ask how they can becorme
like him when they grow upl
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TRAINING
The training and sensitisation of Field Officers and Inspectors are

also important aspects of empowering as many people as possible
i impnoye the welfare of donkeys throughout the courrtry.

Our treiming of diploma and degres students (Animal Health
Techniclans) at the WNorth West Unbversity was sucoessfully

oompleted. Again the section of the course on working donkeys was
very successiul. The students enjoyed the practical day in which
they keamed how to humanely handle donkeys, recognise basic
behaviour, how te make harnewsing and provide primary heslth
care

The feedback received from debegates was positive with the
following notable comments being made:

“1 howve keorned thot prosecution is real and powu con end wp in joW
due o crvelty to animals

“animols iwes matter just ke thot of human belngs ™

“Communily working together against crime ansuwres the wellbeing
off anlmals ™

We are hopeful that these students will improve donkey weliare in
thair future work environments

EDUCATION FIRST

When dealing with working donkeys education and shills
empowerment are key factors in our project. Howewver, where
animals kave been naglected or harmed warnings are issued and
problems are rectified. The law spplies bo everyone and sach year
wie have some cases where animals have been deliberately abused
and the perpetrators are prosecuted. We currently have thres
prosecution cases in court and although we strive 1o mprove the
Ives of donkeys through education we will take the necessary
action in terms af the Animals Protection Act and will continue to

seek justice for ary animal cruelly treated.

DONKEY SKIN TRADE RESEARCH

We assisted a researcher from Prague who is investigating the
socio-economic impact of the donkey skin trade. As part of her
imvastigation, sha accompanied the team to affected villages in the
Morth ‘West Province. She had the opportunity of nterviewing
community members and seeing for herself first-hand the impact
of the loss of donkeys. Her preliminary report has indicated the
value and importance of donkeys 1o communities and the negatie
effects the donkey skin trade may hawe on the welfare of the
communities. This reseanch may help in our global effort to help
governments understand the importance of protecting donkeys,

THE DONKEY SANCTUARY UK

The substantial financial suppoart of The Donkey Sanctuary over the
past five years has comtributed hugely in helping the Donkey
Upliftrnent Project gain momentem and reach so many desperate
donkeys. 'We acknowledge, with the deepest gratitude, the valwed
support of this committed team of donkey welfarists.

THE DONKEY
SANCTUARY

With sincere appreciation 1o the Donkey Sanctuary UK for

their support and guidance and for making this possible
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Mational Coundil

of SPCAs

Tracining Unit

Training for o kinder world is ochieved by providing both internal and externol courses to ensure
that the welfore message and best proctice protocols are shared for and wide to benefit animals.

EXTERNAL TRAINING

it Is the responsibility of our Training Linit 1o present courses in a
professional, user-friendly manner which will benefit all who
attend.

The Training Unit offers appropriate training packages to
stakeholders in the different fields of operation. Training of e rvice
providers assists in equipping officials to better undersiand and
address  amirmal welfare concerns in their vared work
Environiments.

OIE and Twinning Programme

in 2018 the National Council of 5PCAs participated in the Weorld
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE} Anirmal Welfare Training
Programme facilitated by the University of Fretorla and the Teramo
University italy. We were invited to attend the final report back
workshop and to give 3 preseniation lo the stakeholders.

This was successfully completed. Notably, the National Cowncil of
SPCAs was the only animal welfare organisation to be invited to

present at the workshaop.

Abattoir and Feedlot Training

‘We were approached by Karan Beef, a very large beef producng
Company, requesting training on animal welfare for key personned
in their operations. Training material and presentations were
wormpleted and presented suecessiully 1o benefit animals.

North West University Lectures

In Movemnber a wery successful four-day training course was again
presemied o Anienal Health Techmiciens a8t the MNorth ‘West
Unbsersity. The cowrse has expanded to four days, teo of which are
practical days and are popular.

16| NSPCA



Lectures presented cowvered domestic animals, working donkeys
and faren aniemal wellare. During the lectures, B number of passible
candidates were Identified who we thought may be suitable as
Traines Inspectors and we promoted this during the lectures,
Following their completing their studies at the end of 2018 a
number of Animal Health Technicans approached us for
employment. Some of them are positioned |m the Free State snd
Morth West and were referred to bocal SPCAs,

INTERNAL TRAINING

Traiming is offered internally to SPCAs around the country
(Inspectors, Inspectors Refresher, Senior Inspectors, Cormmittess
and Fald Officers). it is essential, particularly in the case of new
Inspectors, that a sound and thorough knowledge of the law and
bagal procedures (s imparted.

The lecturers are all specialists in their fields and are thus able to
answer questions and allow candidates an insight into a variety of
subjects and provide for a valuable learning experiente.

It s the Training Unit's aim to provide owr trainees with the
necessary skills to enable them to function effectively, and with
confidence, to the benefit of the animals we serve,

SPCA Committee Training

67 Dsctaber 2018 Kwalulu Matal

18 delegates atiended = Amanzimioti (3] Durban (2); Empangeni
(1); Kloof & Highway {3); Kokstad (2); Lower South Coast (2); Mooi
Risver (3] Plietermaritebung (1)

16-17 March 2019 Mpumalanga
17 delegates attended = Barberton (5] Bethal [2); Middelburg [1);
HWelsprult [5]; ‘White River {4}

23-23 june 20139 Gauteng

18 delegates attended —Vereeniging (2] Banoni [2); Middelburg [1);
Esmpton Park (2); Germiston (1); springs (2); Carletorville [2);
Alberton (2); Bandburg [1); BandWest (1); Boksburg (1); Newcastle
{1); dohannesburg (1)

20-21 July 2019 Western Cape

19 dedegates attended — Winelands {4) Paad (4); Swellendam (2];
Kimberty (2]; Beaufort West (2); Cape of Good Hope (2); Swartiand
{1); Wellington [2)

17-18 Aisgust 2019 Eastern Cape

17 delegates attended — Uitenhage (2]; King William's Town [2];
Mehatha (2); Port Ared [2]; Grahamstosn (1); East Lendon [3);
Oueenitown |2]; Asaigi (2); Direttar (1)

Inspector Refresher Training Course

The cowrse organised for Movernber 2018 was postponed due to
Fire Disaster Response. A number of Inspectors in the affected area,
who were due to attend the course had been called out to provide
emergency assistance. The course was rescheduled and tpok place
from 28 Jaruary to 8 February 2019,

14 delegates attended and 1 Observer — Gauteng (4); Eastern Cape
[3); KwaTulu Natal (4); Western Cape (3).

The course, which focused largely on legislation and application,
and practical sesshons on court cases and dockets was very
successful and meaninghul to the delegates. The course was
attended by some of the movernent’s long-standing Inspectors and
their encouraging responses wene weltomed sinoe it is important
to keep these experienced |rspectors in the movement.

Inspectors Training Course

410 15 March 2019

10 delegates attended — Gauteng (7); Mpumalanga [1); EwaZulu
Matal (1]; North West (1]

Empowering new Inspectors |5 an important component of the
National Councdil of 5PCAs™ training objective.

19 to 30 August 2015
16 delegates attended and 1| Observer - Gauteng (8); Mpumalanga
[1}); KwaZudu-Matal {4); Western Cape (2); Limpapsa (1)

This was the last inspectors course for the year and we took extra
delegated a5 we are mindful of how desperate Societies are to

qualify inspactors.

17| NSPCA




Field Officers Course

& to 12 April 2019
17 delegates attended — Gauteng (1); Eastern Cape (3); KwaZulu
Natal 4); Western Cape (3); Limpope (1)

A5 always, the Fleld Officers Course was pasitively received and the
delegates were enthusiastic and grateful for the opportunity to
expand their knowledge and receive recognition far their work,

Senior Inspectors Course

22 July to 2 Aug 2019

11 delegates attended — Gauteng (7); Free State (1) KwaZulu-Natal
{1); Western Cape [1); Limpope (1).

We were very pleased to hawve
encugh delegates this year that
we could present a Senior
Inspectors  Cowre,  Attending
and passing this course is an
important part of personal
growth for Inspectors as well as
of great value to socleties. We
hape ta be issuing a number of
sentor certificates this year.

NATIONAL COURT CASE DATABASE
The national court case database, which forms part of the history
of the SPCA movement and legal achiewements, is regulardy
updated and growing.

NSPCA OPERATIONS MANUAL

Wiz have staried the revision of the operations mamal, reviesing
and standardising new material from the various Units as well as
compiling new material. This i a living and evolving manual and it
is therefore vitally imporiant that it contimees to grow as a resource
for all of cur members.

GUIDES

Pitbull Guide
We are wery pleased to have finally completed this guide which has

been printed. The gulde, to assist nspectors with undemaking
Pitbull terrier Inspections, Is the first of its kind in Africa, The
massive amount of information and photographs ane based on the
work of the Nathonal Council of 5PCAs and cases and imestigations
that have been completed.

Mini Animals Protection Act

This wery helpful pocket guide to the Animals Protection Act 71 of
1962 has been completed and distributed to Indpectors and Field
Officers based at SPCAs anound the country.

FIREWORKS
The Cape Animal Welfare Forum has been working to have big bang

fireworks banned. A previous attempt at having this accepted in
Parfiament was unsuccessful because the Hindu Community, who
celebrate Diwall by firing fireworks, had not been comsulted. The
Forum approached the National Councll of SPCAs o work with
them to schieve this goal. We compiled a report on the effects of
firewarks and accompanied a representative of the Forum and
Member of Farliament to a successful meeting in KwaZulu Natal
with Askwin Trikamajee of the Hindu Maha Sabha.

2019 SAVA VETERINARY AND
PARAVETERINARY CONGRESS

The Sputh African Veterinary Assoclation (5AVA| held their 10=
Veterinary and Paraveterinary Congress from 16 to 18 July 2019,
bringing together hundreds of professionals 1o achieve
collaboration in improving the health and welfare of humans,
animals, and the envirdnment.

Aepresentatives from the Mational Cowncil of SPCAs attended the
SAVA Congress with three stalf members presenting on important
subjects impacting on animals.

Erika Bormman explored the topic — “What s the current state of
research ethics and the use of animals for sclentific purposes in
South Africa™

Earen Trendler addressed congress delegates on the brutal trade of
wildlife trafficking.

Wendy Willian presented on organised doghghting in Sauth Africa
addressing the connection between wiobence to animals and
wiglence to humans and the importance of prosecuting animal

Or B Maorock (Consulting Veterinarian), M Jomes (Trodingl
W Wison [Specinl Investigetions], K Trendier (Witdiife Trode and
Trafficking), £ Kotré [Deputy CEQ) and £ Barnman {Animal Edhics)
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Hational Council
of SPCAs

Special Projects Unct

Since ALL animals deserve protection, those onimal welfore concerns that do not foll within the
ambit of our other operational units ore oddressed by the Speciol Prajects Unit. The issues include
animal rocing, service animals and the movement of animals across our borders.

ANIMAL RACING

The Mational Council of SPCAs is opposed to all forms of animal
racing.

Horse Racing

The Mathonal Councll of SPCAs Lald criminal charges In terms of the
Animals Protection Act Mo 71 of 1962 after being alerted to an
incident imvolving 8 thoroughbred racehorse that was cruelly
treated during a race at the Turfontein Race Course,

in January 2019, a young fernale racehorse named Words was shot
on the track after breaking her leg and had to be suthanased. 1t was
Lster establishied that thene had baen & highly contraversial pleoe of
eguipment attached to Words' tongue., The practice ks commanly
knawn a3 “tongue tying”. Tongue tying Involves winding a mylon,
rubber, or keather strap around the horse's ongue and lower jaw
supposedly to present the horse from putting the tongue over the

bit, ard to avoid respiratory issues. Studies regarding its benefits
are Inconclusive but the stress and suffering are certain. This was
particularly prominent in the case of the horse, Wonds.

The use of this equipment has recently been banned in Germany.
The Federation Equestre Internationade (FEI), an organisation
recognised by the World Organisation for Animal Health [OIE) as an
international eguestrian body, similarly banned this cruel device.

Following an investigation conducted by the National Coundil of
5PCAs, a docket was complled and charges were laid agairst the
trainer, jockey, owners, and several Naticnal Horseracing Authority
officials.

The horse racing industry was urged to ban this practice
immediately.
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Endurance Racing

Fiwe Endurance Races were attended during the period under
review, A total of 19 days were spent at these multiple day events,
Inspectors monitor all aspects of the race, enswring that the welfare
of the horses is a primary concemn for riders and organizers.

It it noteworthy that the number of competitors in the Fauresmith
200 has decreased from 401 to 307 in three years. This due to the
Invalvement of the National Council of SPCAS and the introduction
of stricter gualification standards. Ower the Tour years preceding
ouwr irvplvement, the event was growing by approaimately 25% per
year. 'We see this as significant, as close to a hundred harses did not
suffer unnecessarily in 2015,

Pigeon Racing

The Special Projects Unit started 2019 by conducting inspections at
the South African Million Dollar Pigeon Race lofts in Sasolbung,
Gauteng in preparation for the race which took place an 2 Felbruary
20159,

The Sauth African Million Dollar Pigeon Race is the richest one-loft
race in the world and pits bénds from various countries agadnat each
other for a share of the prize money. Birds from across the world
are air-freighted to South Africa as squabs, months before the race,
and trained to orlent themsehes to a single left. On the final day of
the race, thousands of pigeons are rebeased and have to fiy back to

the homing loft at the same destination.

On 29 lanuary 2018, the Unit was present during the basketing and
tagging of the pigeons for the race. The Unit Manager/Inspector
ensured that the pigeons were handled humanely, had sufficlent
vantilation in the baskets, that no overcrowding took place and that
the pigeons hod access to food and water during the day as well a3
whan they were loaded on the truck for departure the nest
moning.

Staff from the National Council ol SPCAs were also present when
the plgeons were liberated in Colesburg on 2 February 2013, Atotal
number of 2,531 pigeons were liberated to fiy a distance of 521km
back to the loft In Sasolburg in the Free State. Before the end of the
day, 335 pigeons had returned and two wesks later the number had
increased to 1,345 pigeons — a 53% return rate. At the end of May
2018, a total of 1,387 pigeons are recorded to hawve returned which

leawes 45% or 1,144 pigecns unaccounted for. The 1,387 pigeons
that returned were sold on auction to any willing buyer, given away
to upooming fanciers or just discarded for not winning.

NEGLECTED GREYHOUNDS

In Agril 2019 Inspectors from the Special Projects Unit obtained a
warrant sfter receiving & complaint regerding  undenseight
Greyhounds living in shocking conditions. The inspectors arrived at
the property in Mafikeng to find 43 Greyhounds confined in
horrendious enclosunes without access to water,

The dogs were forced to lve in enclosures that were dirty and
parasitic. Some of the dogs were underweight, whilst others had
obd wounds that were left untreated and had become infected. It
was noted that a number of dogs had untreated broken bones that
had healed abrormally. Puppies were sulfering from Parvovirus, a
highly infectious intestinal disease, and all the dogs were infested
with internal and external parasites. One of the dogs had an
untreated broken jaw.

20 of the dogs were remowed due o their poor condition, and a
warning was ssued far the refmaiming dogs.

Irspectors were informed by membsers of the public that the cwner
of these dogs allegediy rents them out for the purposes of hunting
wild animals, although the owner denies this, claiming that he owns
and breeds thess dogs for the love of the animals.

The National Coundl of SPCAs has laid charges against the owner
and will continue to embark on follow up inspections to ensure that
the conditions drastically improve and remain acceptable, failing
which, Turther action will be taken.

SERVICE ANIMALS

The Hationad Council of SPCAs recognises the importance of
working animals and the value af thelr services and therefore does
not stand opposed to working animals, subject to welfare standards
besirgg M.

These welfare standards cover the provision of safe and suitable
Tacilities and handling by trained personnel; appropriale rest and
off duty periods, equipment, training methods, nutrition and
health, appropriate transport as waell as rehoming and retiremaent.
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Inspectors monitor the welfare standards of dogs and horses used
in the private security industry as well a5 detector dogs utilised by
SARS Custom and Excise and the Department of Agricufture,
Forestry and Fisheries. Inspections are also undertaken at South
Mfrican National Defente Force bases and South African Police
Service K9 and Mounted Uinits where service dogs and horses are
used,

The Special Projects Unit also monitors Adrports Company 5A
runway dogs at OR Tambo International Airpert. Border Codlies and
English Springer Spaniels are used to chase birds off the alnport
grounds and rurways to prevent bind strikes.

Since 2017, the Special Projects Unit has been working with the
Private Security Industry Regulatory Authority (PSIRA) to compile
Regulations for working dogs and horses. We were invited to the
consultation process for the Drafi Regulations relating to working
andmals and wera given the opporiunity to submit written
submitsions on the draft regulations. The Unit has compiled
commants and these have been submitted:

the Speclal Projects Unit and Farm Animal Protection Unit
Inspectors.,

The Unit has conducted 18 Border cperations at ten differsnt
borders posts and attended several meetings at the poaris to
improwe welfare and working relations.

Over 1,000 cattle, 116 goats, 50 pigs, 7 dogs and 16 horses were
inspected godng thiough the Rarmatlabans barder. This border is
one of the busiest commercial carrier lines for the import of cattle
caming fram Mamibia through Botswana into Seuth Africa.

There has been a significant Improvement of working relations
between stakehalders and the National Council of SPCAs at this
border past The regular presemce of owr Inspeciors assists
stakeholders such as Depariment of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries and SARS to be more swane of animal shipments and

report any welfane concerns they encounter directly to the Special
Projects Unit,

The Unit conducted 3B airport Indpections at seven different
alrports and during these inspections vished 415 argo companies.
16,252 animals arriving and departing from these warehouses
were ohserved. Animal species included day-old chicks, pigeons,
axctic bird speces, dogs, cats, rats, mice, Ihvestock, horses, wild
animals and aguatic species such as fish, erayfish, crabs and
abalome,

Transportation of live animals by air must be undertaken in
accordance with the International Air Transport Association (IATA}
Regulations, including relevant begislation regulations and codes of

The Unit has & longstanding good relationship with PSIRA, which

has empowered us to work together and fight security companies
that contrawens the Animals Protection Act and Private Security

Industry Regulation Act an bath fronts,

Inspections
Facility MNumber of
Inspections
Private Security Companies 13
South African Police Services K9 Units 24
South African Police Services Mounted Linlts 7
SARS Customs and Excise 4
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries Detection Dog Uinits )
Correctional Services [

MOVEMENT OF ANIMALS

Trade and moverment of animals are not illegal but the Mational
Councll of 5PCAs continually expresses [ts concern about the
standards of care in the mowement of animals both within our own
country and across our borders. We work extensively to ensure
that animals are handled humanely and with compassion.

The Special Projects Unit continues to work at borders across South
Africa. Complaint and proactive Inspections are conducted by both

practice.

PIGEON SHOOTING, GARA RUFA FISH
USED IN SPAS, DOGS IN SPORT

The Special Projects Uinit continues to deal with complaints relating
to plgesn shooting, Gara Rufa Fish used in Spas and dogs used in
sport, To resobve many of these complaints we have cilled upon
local SPCAS For assistanoe

PROBLEM ANIMAL DETERRENTS
‘While the National Council of SPCAS acknowledges that under
certain clroumstances, pest control and/or extermination may be
required, onby the use of humane methods is supported, Methods
of pest management that cause suffering, pain, or distress to any
animal are opposed by the National Council of SPCAs,

30 comiplaints were irvestigated during the pericd under review
and the Unit dealt with various pest control companies adwvising
thase using inhwmane methods to consider the most humane
methods available. Letters were issued to supermarkets selling ghue
traps informing them of the extent of cruelty the animals caught
are subjected to and requesting that trade af such traps be ceased.
Thie Unit has had great success In this regard.

Documents relating to humane deterrent methods for bees, Bodk
Hyrax and primates were complled by the Unit during the period
under review,
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uimal Ethics Uit

The Animal Ethics Unit is committed to ensuring the most humane treatment possible for onimals
used for scientific purposes.

PRIORITISING THE WELLBEING OF

ANIMALS
The Mational Coundil of 5PCAs supports the development of the
four Rs guiding principles; namely replacement, reduction,
refinement and responsibility when using animals for schentific
PUrposes,

We regard as an advance, any techrigue that will completely
replace the use of animals, reduce the number of animals used and
the refinerment of scientific techniques to reduce suffering.

ANIMAL ETHICS COMMITTEES

Thee Animal Ethics Unit represents the National Council of SPCAS as
the Category C (welfare representative) member on 46 Anémal
Ethics Commitiees nationally. Mot only does the Unit attend
meetings in order to review protocols, but we alto advise on
procedural matters such as administration, communication and
respansibilities of Ethics Committess that need to be aligned with
the South African Mational Standard 103B6: The Care and Lise of
Antrmals for Scientific Purposes.

& total of 196 Animal Ethics Meetings were attended during the
period under review.

RESEARCH APPLICATIONS AND

PROTOCOLS REVIEWED

Research protocol applications, standard operating procedures,
terms of reference and other additional documentation are under

constant review, and most of the Unit's time & spent ensuring
ethical science and good animal welfare through our processes. In
addition to research applcationd, ressarchers submit morbidity
and mortality reports, progress reports and correspondence, all of
which need to be reviewed by the Unit in order to remain up to date
with the status of the animals in the research units and updates on
active protocols. The Unit regularky consults with our other units at
the NSPCA to assist it in giving the cormect and most recent updates
when advice is provided on protocols.

W reviewed a total of 1,869 protocols during the year, a process
which represented 1,327 hours of work.
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INSPECTIONS
Inspections are conducted in accordance with SANS 10386: The
Core and Use af Animols far Scientific Purposes and the Animals
Pratection Act 71 of 1962, |Inspections incdlude, but are not limited
to, housing, hushandry, handling and the health status of the
anémals at research animal facilitios. Mot onby does the Unit conduct

routing inspections, but we alse do follow-up, pre- and post-
approval, animal ethics commitiee inspections and complaints.

Ther Uiniit carried out 53 inspections during the reporting period.

Thee Umit issued seven warnings and notices, 70 corrective-action
letters and one letter of non-compliance during the period under
rEview,

POSITIVE OUTCOMES

The Windt is wery influential an many levels and our involvernent has

directly contributed to improwving the wellbeing of animals used for

scientific purposes. We believe that, in mamy instances, animals
wioukd have suffered werne it not for cur intervention. Some of the
most pertinent examples are as follows:

= Animal ressarch facilities are no longer using Oy as the sole
means of euthanasia. This was & long process but all facilities
have converted to more humane methods as a result of our
interventian.

= With the revision of University policies, wild-caught baboons are
no longer permitted 1o be used for resesnch.

= Important information on  housing reguirements, dose
mnitoring and envirgnmental enrichment would not have been
provided if we did not query these aspects during the protocol
review process,

& Dur intervention resulted in facilities being shut down until they
are up to standard. Our requirement ketters support requests to
institutions for funds to upgrade their facilities.

= A& number of researchers were reprimanded for their ok of
asnimal mondtoring. Their research was placed on hold until we
completed a full audit. Some of the research will not be
publishable.

SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL STANDARD
Since 2013, the Unit has been involved in the review process of
SANS 10386:2008: The Care and Use of Animols for Sclentific
Purpases. This has been a lengthy and ongoing process. The
documert has been distributed for public comments by the South
African Bureau of Standards (SABS5). Working groups included
stakeholders from warious snimal research institutions, private
industries, animal welfare crganisations, state entitles as well as
animal rights groups. The document is currenthy at the SABS editors
and is to be distributed for the second round of public comments
before It can be published. The estimated date of publication is
March 2020,

REGISTRATION OF ACT 36 PRODUCTS
The Fertiliper, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies and Stock
Remedy Act, 1547 [Act No. 36 of 1547) of the Department of
Agriculture, Farestry and Fisheries published pew regulations after
consultation with the Registrar of Act 36. The new regulations
reguire all Veterinary Pharmateutical products that fall under Act
36 to undergo enimal ethics approval prior to being submitted 10

the Registrar, This process was not regulated by legislation in the
past and we weloomme the promulgation of these regulations.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Ini Julby 2019, the Unit represented South Africa In Tasmania for the
annual Australian and New Zealand Coundil for the Care and Use of
Animals for Research and Teaching [ANZCCART) Conference. Since
the Sputh African Mational Standards are based on the Australian
Code for the Care and Use of Animals for Scentific Purposes, we
sep an chgoing need to compare the state of animal ethics in South
Africa to that of other countries. The Conference was attended by
27 Universities within New Zealand and Australia. it became dear
during conversations at ANZCCART that South African ethics
cormmittees face similar concerns ai commiittees in these two
countries. There is also a drive for more public transparemncy
concerning animals used for sclentific purposes. In conclusion, we
can confidently say that the ethics af animal-based research in
South Africa compares favourably to those in Australia and New
Zealand, and in some instances are in a better state. The welfare
representation on ethics commitbees is varied and inconsistent
within the LUinfversities, whereas we have a consistent and educated
representation.

DISSECTIONS

The Unit is continuausly striving ta promote alternatives to the use
of animals in research and teaching activities. Schoal dissections
being ome of our comterns, we approached the Gauteng
Department of Educathon (DOE) to establish the scope of the use of
animals in teaching acthities and to promate the we of alternatives
ingtead. The Curticuburm Asuesiment Policy Staterments [CAPS] does
not reguine any dissections by learners. Dissections are performed
saledy at the discretion of teachers, which poses animal welfare
concerns. Another major concern is the fact that animal carcasses
are supplied to workers and scholars for consumption after
dissections have been completed. Mot anly is this practice unethical
bt there are also major biosecurity risks irmsehved and may impact
on humarn health.

In agricultural schools
animals are used as part
of education and
training. The Uinit took
action by requesting the
M to Issue an
instruction to all schools
h to  reconsider  doing
dissections, Going forward, we will conduct Inspections together
with the DOE at agricultural schoals to ensure the welfare of the
animals and we will educate the Life Science Subject Advisors on
legislation and animal welfare bsues. The educational process
cormmenced at a regional meeting of Subject Advisors in July this
year,

With this newly-discovered information, we continue to strive
towards Improving the welfare of animals wed for teaching
purposes in schools by finding and sdvising on the latest tesching
and educational trends such as virtual realities and apps.
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Wildlfe Trade and Trafficking

South Africa continues to be o hotspot for trafficking and legal trode with an increase in the
export of live animals and wildlife products. Significant welfare issues at all levels of the trode
chain (ilicit and legal) continue to be of concern.

il Sl N i

OVERVIEW

Whilst the initial drive for the establishment of this specialised
portfolio was the growing glebal wildlife crime challenge, the legal
and illegal trade of wildlife and wildlife parts in South Africa is
growing exponentially. The aggressive, highly commercialised
wildlife industry supported by the government's sustainable use
palicy, combined with the lack of regulation and legislative fallings
with regard to wellare of wildiite, stirred by demand for reduced
controls by the wildlife industry, the welfare of wildlife at all lewels
of thi South African trade chain has increased in urgency.

The National Cowncil of SPCAL continues bo work as part of the
Species Survival Network, interacting with the relevant working
groups, including Elephant, Predators and Ahing; and locally with
the African Pangolin Warking Group.

The Southern African Development Community grouping i pushing
far ivery and rhine hom trade, and for reduced controls on the
guport of kg CITES-listed species. This Is a masshe welfare concern
far the Mational Council of SPCAS, given that South Africa is one of
the largest exporiers of wildlife and wildlife parts.
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The 1™ meeting of the Conference of the Parties af the Conventian
on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flara [CITES CoP18), planned for May/lune 2019 in 56 Lanka, was
postponed due to & terrorist attack. CITES CoP1B subseguenitly took
place in Geneva, Switzerland from 17 to 28 August 2019,

CITES Is primarily a trade regulatory organisation. Whilst there have
been some mowves recently to touch on welfare, it largely avaids
welfare lssues, There |s strong eriticism of CITES from all sides with
anie of the complaints from trade proponents being that the Ankmal
Rights groups have tea much influence.

The Mational Council of 5PCAs compiled a carefully ressarched
report on the inseparable nature of welfare and conservation. 'We
beleve that by including more welfare considerations and by
practizing comipassionate conservation, a mare balanted approach
can be achisved. The report wad sulbmitted o melevant CITES
groups and assoclates.

With the liwe elephant and the vory trade as hot and contentious
topics at the CITES CoP18 meeting in Geneva, the National Council
of SPCAz has continused to participate in the Species Survival
Metwork Elephant Working Group In opposing the intemational lve
trade in elephant and for the upkeep of the ban on vory trade. We
are pleased to report that a two-thirds majosity vobe was obtained
at CITES opposing and limiting the trade in live elephant cutside
their natural range. This will essentially stop the export of elephant
to 1p0s, and, closer to home, the export of elephant calves from
Fimbabwe to China.

RHINO POACHING AND EXPORT

Ahing poaching continwes unabated with little media attention and
ongring cruetty and losses. Rhinos continue to be poached in Scuth
Africa at a rate two 1o thoee per day with increasing violence and
armed exchanges between rangers and poachers, and fatalites on
borth sides.

The increasing export of lbve rhing from Scuth Africa to Aslan
countries for farming and ham harvesting is 2 major concern. Aian
countries (e China and Vietnam lack welfare begislation and
capiive conditions are poor.

Rhiima farming for hoon harvesting is becoming increasingly well
established in the absence of regulations and guidelines for farming
rhing or dehorning. The Wildiife Trade and Trafficking portfolio
manager has been corresponding and coordinating efforts o
determine and push for the development of regulations)
guidelines. & frustrating lack of response and activity has been
shown by the Department of Erwironmental Affairs, the
Department of Agriculture, rhine owners and the veterinary
fraternity.

The Mational Council of SPCAS continues 1o push for, and where
necessary facilitate, the development of regulations and guidelines
ta protect the welfare of rhina,

The swarnd-winning South African documentary, STROOP - burney
into the Rhino Horn War, uncovers the saga relating to rhing
poaching and intermational trafficking at home and abroad.

Release of the documentary has also raised awareness of the
Mational Cowncll of SPCAs and the role it plays in protecting wildlife.

NORMS AND STANDARDS - ELEPHANTS
The Mational Cowncil of SPCAS reviewed and supplied exteniive
comment on the Aevised Morms and Standards for the
Management of Elephant in South Africa, following the publication
of the decument in November 2018 for publc comment.

The Mational Cowncil of SPCAs Is concerned that the revised Norms
and Standards weaken wellare protection for captive elephant and
may facilitate the capiure, and even export, of wild-caught
elephant. These grave concerns were raised in the written
comment submitted by the Mational Council of SPCAS 1o the
Department of Environmental Affairs.

Two NSPCA representatives participated in & workshop on the
development of a National Strategy for the Management of

Elephant in South Africa — an important strategy that will guide and
midist W implementing the Mosms asnd Standards far the
Management of Elephant amendments, the formal Gazesting of
which is still pending.
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Weldlife Protection Uncit

The Wildlife Protection Unit actively participotes in national and provinciol forums to bring about
change in respect of wild animals utilised by the wildlife industry in South Africa. Pro-octive
inspections ond investigations afford the opportunity te change mindsets, improve captive
conditions ond, where necessary, take legal recourse.

ELEPHANTS DOOMED TO

IMPRISONMENT

Following the death, from colic related complications, of an
eleghant bull at the Johannesbig Zoo, the roo announced its
intention to cbisin a second elephant.

The Matonal Councl of SPCAs has actively served on the
lohanmesburg £o0’s Animal Ethics and Scentific Commitiee (AESC)
for & number of years as the Purpose and Termds of Reference of the
AESC included the ethical review process 1o regulate the welfare of
all animals. The Wational Council of SPCAs was, howewer, not
included in discussions ar in amy wiry irvoleed with the decision
making process regarding the fate of the remaining lone elephant,
Lsmmie, mor were we kept informed of the decisions made. This

despite repeated offers of assistance and requests for clear
arswers on the zoo’s envisaged way forwand.

Thie Mational Council of SPCAS subseguently reudgned from the AESC
since the Johannesburg Zoo had falled to include the National
Councll of SPCAs in discussions or deciions on this critical,
controversial issue which held both welare and ethical
implications, The National Council of SPCAs is of the opinion that
the crganisation was uted a4 window dresting in the oo's pubbe
relations esploits regarding Lammie,

National Council of 5PCAs strongly opposed the acguisition of a
second elephant and addressed begal communications o the
Jlohannesburg foo in this regard,
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Official enguiries wene also ralsed with the permitiing sutharities
of the Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural Devwelopment
(GDARD) regarding permit applications for the acquisition of an
additional elephant for the lohannesburg Zoo. The National Council
of SPCAs was advized to apply for information via the Promation of
Bccess to Imformation Act (PAIA] and was informed in the late
afterncon of 12 June 2019 that the Johannesburg foo had applied
for permits to import elephants.

Opposition from the Nationad Council of 5PCAs fell on deaf sars
whan, on the moming of 13 June 2019, it was discovered that two
elephants had already been rebocated to the lohannesburg Doo.

In spite of wide-scale opposithon to and every reasonable approach
and a concerted effort by the National Cowncil of SPCAS to persuade
the roo o release Lammie to 8 sanciuary and not o scquire mone
elephant, tha Johannesburg Zfoo had purchased two mora
elephants lrom a semi-captive facility in the Eastern Cape.

The two additional elephants now held in the Johanmesburg Zoo
have joined Bfe-long captive Lammie in her unsuitable enclosure.
They face shared futures in & captive situation not condwcive
their welfare and needs.

The Mational Councll of 5PCAs is angered that the Johannesburg
Zoo and the permitting authority, GDARD, acted without
transparency. Thelr irresponsible actions have deprived these
elephants of good lPees in a natural envirgnment.

The MNational Councll of 5PCAs has conducted a number of
inspections and spent time observing the elephant and is
contermed shoul the condition and welfare af all three elephants,
& horrific World Elephant Day event at the Johannesburg oo saw
the elephant forced to perfarm ‘circus’ like tricks and displaying
stress and fear behaviours as lowd mausic bared and croweds
screamied, In response to the National Coundll of SPCAS" opposition
to this, the lohannesburg Zoo threstensd to sus. The Mational
Councll of 5PCAs will not be deterred by threats and remains

commitied o ensuring the current welfare of the elephant and
securing the release of all three elephants to a sanctuary. The
Mational Council of SPCAS s seeking legal advice on this matter.

STILL NO JUSTICE FOR ABUSED
ELEPHANTS

In May 2014, the Natignal Council of 5PCAs lald criminal charges in
terms of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 after receiving
harrific footage depicting the cruel snd abusive training of young
elephants.

The footage had been taken on the premises of Elephants of Eden
{associated with the Kvwsna Elephant Park] situated in the Eastern
Cape, The property was defined as & safe haven for elephants. The
alephants showed signs of crippling Injuries with severely swallen
legs and feet, debilitating abscesses and wounds resulting fram the
abusive use of ropes, chains, and bullhooks, The calculated and
premeditated acts of cruelty of this nature that took place at this
fwcility i= & Far ery from the kewing sanctuary Image that Elephants
of Edesn/Kniysna Elephant Park like tw portray.

Multiple pestponements over the past yearns have been seen as the
defendants using every effort to avoid the legal processes. The case
has been further delayed until the end of October 2019,

A CASE OF CRUELTY TO JUVENILE

BABOON WITHDRAWN BY THE STATE
The National Council of 3PCAs is extremely disappointed with the
decision made by the Senior Public Prasecutor of the Laingsburg
Magistrates Court to withdraw a case of blatant cruefity.

In August 201 the Mational Council of SPCAs received video
faotage showing 8 dog being encouraged and incted to attack a
wild juvenile baboon whilst locked in a cage together. The matter
was imvestigated and charges were |aid in terms of the Animals
Pratecthon Act No 71 of 1561,

0 25 April 2019, the Mational Council of SPCAs was informed that
the matter had been withdrawn due to a lack of witnesses even
though an employee of the accused had submitted an affidavit to
walidate the video footage.

‘Wie were terribly disappointed by this declsion. The video footage
s not only heartbrealdng. but the fact that a person can lock two
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animals up together and Incite the one to attack the other Is
shocking and appalling and something that our courts should take
imcredibly sarioushy.

The Director of Public Prosecutions has now deemed the case
warthy of further investigation dnd referred the matter back to the
presecuior's office.

INSPECTIONS AND COMPLAINT

INVESTIGATION
The Wildlile Protection Unit carried out 172 inspections which
included; predator facllithes, roos, rehabllitation facilities, breeding
farms, game reserves, pet shops, sanctuaries and warious other
facilities.

More tham 50 Warnings were istued by the Linit for contraventions
of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962, In total, 16 days were
spent in cowrt ower the reporting period.

A large number af the complaints received fell outside our mandate
and related to the legal andfor lllegal selling or keeping of wild
animals, or were investigations pertaining to both the Animals
Protection Act 71 of 1962 and corservation legislation. Time and
resowrces were spent forwarding complaints to the relevant
authorities for investigation,

ANIMAL HOARDING
In December 2008 the Wildlife Protection Unit was approached by
the Tarlton South African Police Services [SAPS) who advised that a
man had been armested and that assistance was required in respect
of the various species of indigenous and exotic wild animals being

heeld on the property.

Lindt Inspectors iImmediately responded together with Roodepoort
SPCA, Of the 113 animals chserved on the premises, 23 were found
to be indigenous wildlife and were signed over to the National
Councll of SPCAs. The Bving conditions of the remaining animals
were filthy and where water was provided, this was dirty. & warning
was lssued for all cages and encloswres 1o be cheaned and for the
prowision of drinking water in clean bowls.

A week later when a follow-up inspection was conducted, it was
noted that the waming had been ignored. This resulted in more

animals being seized from the property. & further waming was
e,

When nathing had changed by the second follow-up inspection in
January 2019, all of the remaining animals were remowved from the

property.

The case remalns in progress due to the forensics aspect regarding
the owner having kept illegal arms and ammunition which form
part af the irvestigation.

CIRCUS WITHDRAWS CASE AGAINST
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SPCAs

In 2016, Brian Boswell of the Boswell Circus brought a civil case
against the National Council of 5PCAs claiming a lods ol income said
to have been caused by the organisation speaking out against the
circus” use of wild animak in performances and sued the
organisation for R16 349 805.36 plus interest. Some thres years
later, Mr Boswedl and the Crcus have withdrawn the case against
the Mational Council of SPCAs and have tendered the Mational
Cowncll of SPCAS' legal costs,

The Naticnal Council of SPCAs is opposed to the use of wild animals
in cirouses and travelling menageries and has volced this oppasition
due to the unnatural conditions that wild animals are forced to live
in. More than the unnatural confirement and extensive road trips,
these anémals are trained and forced to do circus acts. The training
mathods used are often inhumana,

Fallowing the cancellation of shows and poor attendande in certain
towns due to public outory, Mr Bopwell insthiuted legal action
against the organisation, blaming the Mational Council of SPCAs for
the cancellations and poor attendance, the alleged forced removal
of wild animals from the drous performances and therefore causing
& lpai of inodemeE. The Mational Council ol SPCAs defended the
matter by filing legal papers and also called for financial
documentaticn and further information fram Mr Boswell, who was
requined 1o prowe the koss of income. Mr Boswell withdrew the case
and will be paying the NSPCA's legal costs.

The Mational Council of SPCAS will continues to defend those animals
that are forced to #ve unnatural lives. The public s urged not o
support any show or facility where wild animals are compromised

in army way.

BOYCOTT / Tiie

AWILD ANIMAL
CIRCUSES

MATIONAL COLIRCEL OF 5PCRs
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Darm uimal Protection Unit

The Unit's activities include physical inspections of farming premises, interacting with the
Deportment of Agricuiture ond the forming Industry, and developing National Stondords to
benefit farm animals through the South African Bureau of Standards.

GENERAL INSPECTIONS

Farm Animal Protection Unit inspectors operate nationally and
undertake inspections of facilitles where farm animals are reared,
housed, handled, transporied and slaughtered.

A votal of 559 inspections amd investigations wene conducted
nationally during the pericd under review and all complaints were
Tully irmvestigated.

Warious contravertions of the Animals Protection Act were found
at abattoirs, feedlots, poultry farms, hawkers, sale yards, dairy
farms, pournds, plg farms, comectional facilities, rabbit farms,
crocodile fanms and agricultural farms 10 name a few. Warrants
were obtalned by the Unit for various facilities,

Six new cases wera registered with the South African Police Services
and two pending cases were successfully prosecuted,

The Farm Animal Protection Unit has a further 32 cases pending
finalisation through the legal system.

PROSECUTION CASES
Mulesing Case

in March 2013, the National Councll of 5PCAS responded to a sheep
complaint at farm Eleinbosheuwe| in Heidelbeng area, ‘Western
Cape. It was discoverad that the owner had been using a husbandry
practice known a5 the Mules Dperation or Mulesing. This extremely
barbaric and aruel practios irvobes the rermoval of the folds of tkin
around the tadl and rump area of sheep. During this procedure,
there s no  ameesthetic or post-operative pain  controd
administersd. Essentially the skin and tail are cut and pulled off the
body of the animal using sheep shears or a knife,

Mulesing is not an industry-accepied practice in South Africa and
charges in terms of the Animals Protection Act Ne. 71 of 1962 were
laid against the owner of the farm, Mr Pieter Gildenhuys.

Thi cate was ﬁl'lllh' cancluded in HJ"' 20019 whan WP Gildenhiys
wias found guilty and sentenced to a fine of RS000.00 or five menths
imprisonment, suspended for one year,
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Thandi Modise Case brought to Court

In July 2014 the National Councll of 5PCAs kald criminal charges in
terms of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 against s Thandi
Modise for cruelty to animals. This is the firsa privete prosecution
being undertaken by the National Council of 5PCAs with the
generous legal assistance of AfriForum and Ady Gerrie Nel 5.C

Please see page 5 for further information and an update on this
caiE,

Actions for calves confined in single pens
During am nspection at Malati Dairy in 2018, Farm Animal
Pratection Unit Inspectors discovered that cabves were being
confined in raised single calf crates and chained with metal chains
far up to eight weels.

The calves on this farm are removed from their mothers shortly
after birth, confinmed in single crates that are constructed out of
mgtal and steel mesh without amy sort of bedding to provide
warmth or comfort, and chained so that they are unable to twrn
arcund,

These calves are denied freedom from discomfort, freedom to
express normal behaviour, and freedom from fear and distress,

Warranis were obtained by the Mational Council of SPCAs after
warnings and recommuendations fell on deaf sars. The owner, and
his veterinarian, subseguently refused to remove the chains of the
already confined calves, cladming that the calves would soll their
food if they were able to turm arownd. Both the owner amd
weterinarian will be prosecuted

The National Council of SPCAS laid changes in terms of the Animals
Protection Act Mo T1 of 1563 in September 2006 but the
Department of Public Prosecution {DPFP) declined to prosecute the
case, and subsequently, the National Prosecuting Authority
honoured the decision of the DPP,

Im terms of the Societies for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act, 1593 (Act Mo, 169 of 1993) the National Council of 5PCAs has
the statutory powers to privately prosecute offenders. AfriForum’s
Private Prosecution Unit investigated the matter and concluded
that there i prima facie evidenoe to successfully prosecute this
Cane,

The Mational Councl of 5PCAs extends Bs heartfelt thanks to
Advocate Gerrie Nel 5.C. and the Private Prosecution Unit of
AfriFaram for undertaking this prosecution on our behald,

Brutal abuse on mohair farms

in 2018 four criminal cases were cpened against mohair farmers
after evidence of brutal sbuse was discovered. The Director of
Public Prosecutions: Grahamstown has declined 1o prosecute three
of the cases and one Is awaiting a decision. This will be escalated
Lo the Mational Prodecuting Authority

Mew incidents of abuse have been chserved by the Unit which
included pulling of horns and inhumane dipping methods. This was
addressed with the farmers and was brought to the attention of
Mahair South Africa who has agreed that this B not acceptable and
have requested that the Farm Anemal Protection Unit ghve input and
guidance into the development of new protocols for the industry.

AFRICAN SWINE FEVER

Simce April 2019, there have been 18 reported outbreaks of African
Swine Fewer [AFS) throughaut South Africa, all situsted outside the
ASF controlled area,

During this period, the Farm Animal Protection Unlt with the
assistance of staff of the National Coundil of S5PCAs and local 5PCAs
have monitored the humane euthanasis of ever 2,000 pigs.

The symptoms of African Swine Fewer include high fever, abaortion
im pregnant sows, loss of appetite, depression, difficulty breathing,
vomiting, blewding from the nose, rectem, skin and Inbernal organs,
diarrhes, redress in the skin of the abdomen and ears or a
blue/purple colouration of the skin can be seen. Affected pigs are
subjected to immense suffering. There are no effective forms of
treatment or vatcines,
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The Farm Animal Protection Unit estends its appreciation to
colleagues at the National Council of SPCAS and Inspectors from
kocal SPCAs who assisted in relieving affected pigs from sulfering.

LIVE EXPORT HORROR

In May 2019 the Mational Councl of SPCAS was gravely concermed
to leamn about the possible sxport of lve animals to the Middie East
from South Africa. A meeting was held on 12 June 2019 with the
Middle Eastern company, Al Mawashi, together with the Page
Farming Trust, who confirmed that they intend to export &0, 000
sheep Lo the Gull region by mid-Augusl and another 60,000 before
the end of the year,

Al Mawashi, a Kuwaiti importer, has registened a company in 5outh
Africa and b wsing a local exporter, the Page Farming Trust, to
facilitate the soquisition of some 60,000 sheep and the loading of
these sheep anto the vessel on in September 2019, Their intentian
Is to export 600,000 animals (sheep, goats and cattle) per anmem.

The Mational Council of SPCAs was In communication with the
Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Deselopment at
amathonal level and the Eastern Cape Veterinary Services ratsing the
serious andmal welfare implications regarding this shipment.

The raute and climatic conditions of the veyage from South Africa
to the Middle East will cross the Arablam 5ea and enter the Strait of
Hormuz. These areas are confirmed high-risk areas for heat stress
durimg the period af May 1o Dctober. The high bermperatunes in this
area, which remain persistently high without relief [even
overnight], render sheep incapable of regulating their body
temperatures. Evidence has shown that during voyages between
May to October, the combined heat and humidity can reach
catsstraphic levels causing heststroke, resulting in shesp “ooaking
alhva®,

Heat i3 nol the only concern relating bo this brutal practice. Animats
are further compromised be@use of exhaustion, Salmonellosis,
high stocking density, pnewmnonia, motion sickness, stress and
impaired Immune system as well as physical ravma and injuries.

More than 100,000 Btres of urine and feeces accumulate on &
typical lve export ship every day sheep are on board, The ship
won't be ‘washed out” until gifter they've disembaried. The weelks
af untreated waste build-up mixed with high temperatures will
create a lethal slhenry of excrement making it dangerous for animals
o hie down a3 they risk being buried allve. The ammania from the
excremant poisons the air, burms the eyes and throats of those on
board, and often leads to respiratory infections.  Many animals will
not survive the journey. 1,5 million cumulative deaths on the fleets
of Al Mawashi were recorded for the pericd from 1880 to the first
half of 3017. Those animals that do survive the voyage will then
face the herrors of arriving in a country where there are no animal
pratection lws, They will be shoved into boots of cars, and handled
inhumanely - and they will be slaughtered fully conscious, eften by
wrskilled slaughterers, and in the presence of other animals.

Or Friday, 4 October 2019, Inspectors fram the National Councl of
SPCAs and SPCAS watched the bast sheep befng loaded onto the Al-
Shuwaikh vessel, along with am estimated 57,000 other sheep

destined for the Middle East for inhumane slaughter. The South
African government had given the go-ahead three days prior.
Indpectors wnder warrant worked long hours monitoring the
loading at the feediot and on the harbour for the entine process.

The National Council of SPCAs will be laying charges in terms of the
#nimals Protection Act Mo 71 of 1962 against the South African
Government, Including the Provincial Gowernment, as well as
animal cruelty charges, sssaull charges and multiple charges of
gbstruction against the personnel that handled the animals
inhumanedy, those who assaulted and hindered MSPCA Inspectors
from fulfilling thelr duties, and personnel of Al Mawashl who have
a registered company in South Africa.

Furthermore, the Mational Councll of SPCAs will take the necessany
legal action to ensure that there i an end to the unacceptable and
unnecessary cruslty invobved in the lve export trade. The evidence
collected will protect millions of animals from ever being loaded
onto these death ships in the fulure.

The Mational Council of SPCAs belleves that live export by sea for
the purpodes of slaughter i3 completely unacceptable and
UNMNECESSETY,

The Mational Coundil of SPCAS is strongly opposed to this abhorrent
and unmecessary practice and has called on the public to add their
names to a petition to the South African Government.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

REGULATIONS

The Department of Agriculture is In the process of developing
regulations to cover the slaughter of rabbits and crocodiles. it is
expected that these regulations will be finalised in 2020, Extensive
input into these regulations has been provided by the Farm Animal
Protection Lnit during the development phate to address animal
welfare concerns. The Unit |5 currently working on new draft
regulations for the slaughter of rabbits and crocodiles in abattoirs.
We engaged the Milk Producers Ovganisation on a number of
wccasions regarding the welfare of dairy cattle and submitied draft
Regulations for improved welfare.,

SOUTH AFRICAN BUREAU OF STANDARDS

The Farm Animal Protection Unit met with the South African
Buresu of Stamdards (SABS) regarding the Poultry Welfare
Standard, Rabbit Welfare Standard and revision of the Crocodiles in
Captivity standard all ol which are currently under development. In
February 2019 the Unit accompanied by Marcelle Meredith
{Executive Director) met with the SABS to discuss reassessing the
pricing structure of Standards or for Standarnds 1o be promulgated
into Regulations, SABS informed us that thay were pro turning
Standards into Regulations. We will approach the new Minister of
Agriculiure to discuss this option.
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Special Investigations Unit

The Unit focuses on investigations into animal fighting and its driving dynamics, working
events/shows that use fighting breeds of animals and animal sexval abuse cases. The Unit also
assists with ony other coses of animal crime that warront more in-depth nvestigotion.

PLATFORMS BUILT TO RAISE AWARENESS
OF DOGFIGHTING

The Special Investigations Unit continues to focus on identifying,
apprehending and bringing the perpetrators of this crime to justice,
rescuing the slent animal victims and increasing awarensess around
animal sbuse and organised animal crime amongst formal law
enforcement and professional entltles.

During the course of the past 13 months, the Unit has had the
pleasure of seeing sensitised SAPS officers now sdentifying and
apprehending perpetrators of both animal abuse and pithull
specific crimes in incidents in Gauteng, Morthern Cape and the
Horth West Prowince,

The Linit’s presentation conducted at the International ‘World
Organisation for Animal Health (O6E) Twinning Initiative beld in &t
Onderstepoort Veterinary Academic Hospital was met with great

alarm and sparked conversation as to how the crime of doglighting
could be tackled as a global concern.

During the reporting pericd, presentations were also made to ather
external entities who are role-players in work undertaken by the
Spacial Investigations Uindt,

These included —

s The Department of Social Development.

= DOnderstepoort Vieterinary Academic Hospital students.

» Environmental Crimes Forwems.

* Presentation of Inspector Willson's paper at the South African
Veterinary Association Congress. “The Crime of Doagfighting in
Sowth Africo: Sepovating the focts from the fiction, the
connection befween wiolenoe fo andmals ond wolence fo
humans and the importance of prosecuting Aaimal Crusdny™.
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Other notable achisvemanis in raising awareness include:

= The book “Africa and Her Animals” published in 20148, has been
added to the librarses of 38 leading Universities around the
world, Chapter 14: Animal Cruelty ond Low Enforcement
Chollenges i Africa being a submission by the Special
Investigations Unit.

® The distribution of the Mational Council of 5PCAs published
“Fitbull Guide®, for use by SPCA Inspectors and veterinarians to
asdist them in belping Pitbulls,

POSITIVE INTERVENTION

The Unit continues to seoure successful prosecutions in both their
own cases and that of sisisted cases with SPCAs, with the Regional
Court sentendces having steadily built in severity laying 8 strong
punishment precedent.

The Uinlt reached iis 50 successful dogfighting conviction In 2019
= gttaining 61 guilkty convictions of 6@ individuals brought to
prosecution in total during the Uinit's time.

Direct Imprisonment for three

Johannesburg dogfighters

In February 2019 the Aoodepoort Regional Court Magistrate, the
Honaurable Mr van Miskerk, was clear dufing his judpement that
wighent animal abuse will not be tolerated im his court. Before
delivering the sentence of the three acoused men who pleaded
guilty in the face of overwhelming evidence against them, he
cargfully explained that it fell upon him as a magisirate to ensure
that not only were all the vulnerable in 8 community protected, but
that wiokence in all its forms was punished.

¥

~

During aggravation of sentence, Senior Inspector Willson of the
Mational Council of SPCA® Special Investigations Unit explained in
detall, not only the devastating effect that this violent animal abuse
has on a community but also, how two of the accused, after making
their dogs engage In bloody batthe — then dragged the bleeding,
dehydrated animals, both of whom were grievously Injured and
suffering from broken bones, a distance of nearly two kilometres
through the wveld in an attemnpt to evade the pursuing law
enforcement officers.

The increasing seriousness that the courts are viewing this crime
was evident in that, despite pleading guilty, the three accused all
recelved direct imprisonment sentences. An accused who was
watching the fight was the first spectator to recehve direct

As at the end of August 2019 the Unit had
already secured 12 guilty convictions for the
year, bringing the total number of people
brought to prosecution by the Unit and
successfully convicted for dogfighting or its
associated activities to 50!

The Regional Court sentences, which have
steadily built in severity, have set a strong
punishment precedent.

imprisanment of 10 menths and an additional period of suspended
imprisonment that comes inte effect if he |5 caught offending again.

Fortis Security Controller, Teboho Godfrey Tabethe (36), and
mechanic, Bongani Cullen Radelbe (23], were sertenced bo 5.5 years
ard 5.1 years imprisonment respectively and a further period of
suspended imprisanment. Additianally, they were declared by the
court to be unfit to own any species of animal in the futune,

Direct imprisonment for eight Pretoria
dogfighters

14 dogs were rescued and nine men ammested during a night
operation on a Pitbull fight in progress in Attesidgeville,

The first two accused that chose to plead guilty receéved 2 years of
direct imprisonment without suspension or the eption of a fine.
Magistrate F Lowrens of the Atterkdgeville Magistrates court spoke
to how arganised dogfighting encourages and condones a leved of
cruelty that is abhorrent and detestable in the mind of any
reasonable or chvilised person and that *It s necessary that this el
b addresied- because this, this is el

Magistrate JC Kruger echoed his sentiment when in May 2019 he
passed judgement on a further five individuals who admitted guilt
in the Atteridgeville Magistrates Court for their involvement in the
heinous and wndenground world of dogfighting and for additional
animal cruelty offences. They were all sentenced to between two
and @ hail years and three years of direct imprisenment with no
part suspended and mo option of a fine for owning and keeping
dogs for the purpose of doghighting. as well as subjecting these dogs
to filthy living conditions.

& sith man was sentenced to 12 months of direct imprisonment
far his part of meredy watching a dog fight unfold with Magistrate
Krujger poanting oul that he had ked ample time b distance himse
froen these crimingl activities but chose nat to,

ini bhis sentencing, Magistrate Kruger sabd that the crimes that the
accused were gullty of were both pointless and perverse and he
miust sentence accondingly to ersure that the punishment serves as
a warning to others who may be invalved in doghighting or any of
its associated activities.
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These imprisonment sentencings, regardless of the fact that the
accused pleaded guilty, reflect a shared sentiment amongst the
South African cowrts that the crime of dogfighting will not be
tolerated.

The perpetrator of multiple crimes against
animals is arrested

inspectors from the Special investigations Unit received an urgent
complaint regarding suspicions that the criminal activity of
dogfighting was taking place on a property in Modimalle, Limpopa,
The Special Investigations Unit Inspectors discovered 22 dogs
chained and caged amongst the rubble, filkh and mud of a
Phagameng property.

The animals’ open wounds and horrific scars told the sllent story of
dogs that were not only wictims of dogfighting but alse of being
pitted against wild pigs in Megal hunting and fighting.

21 dogs and two young plgs were rescued from the property and
taken to safety as well as three lllegally caught tortolses who were
alser being kept in shocking conditions. This case is yet anather
clear illusiration that the abuse of one animal not only indicates the
ficely abuse of other vulnerable but also indicates the existence of
additional crirminal activity. The case is pending.

Rescued during the Modimolle roid, Spéderman is an

example of the very forgiwing natwre of the wictims of

abuse and their response to kindness, Every effort is
made by the Speciol Investigotions Linit to safely
place rehobilitcted ondmols into forever homes

THANK YOU

As the Spedal Investigation Unit's success grows, so does the
awareness of animal crime, and the confidence of the public to
report the crimes to the Unit. The guality of the information
received has alio matured as people are educated as to what
comnstitutes actionable infarmatian.

The Unit recedved 6,624 units of social media information (videos,
photos, screenshots, voioe clips) pertaining just to dogfighting In a

10 month pericd. This nuember excludes tip-offs, complaints or
information received by email, phone call or face o face
information.

The Special investigations Unit expresses its sincere appreciation to
the DogsTrust Worldwide, far recogriising the work sccomplished
by the Unit and for thelr sponsorship to help address the
hormendous crime of dogfighting. Their generous support has
enabiled sorme truly groundbreaking work to be sccomplished.

The Spacial investigations Unit wishes to thank the Prosecutors
who werne persistent in fighting for the silent wictims in thess court
cages and the South African Police Service officers wha supported
tthe wnit in thedr raids and rescues.

To the many indivduals who have reported suspicious activity and
pledged their support of the Unit = we thark you on behalf of the
wictimis.

POWER PULLING AND PITBULL
WORKING EVENTS

Pitbull Terriers are not recognised by the Kennel Union of South
Africa, howewer, there are various Pitbull Terrier organisations that
hold shows whene the dogs compete in 3 or 4 working events as
well as a conformation and farm class. The various working events
hold a msmber of walfare concerns. The level of care given to these
dags is aften very low and the handling of the dogs is aften callows.

Extenshee work by the unit with a few of the largest show entithes
has yielded positive results — with one progressive crganisation
recagniing the negative impact of the working events on the
health and welfare of thelr dogs and stopping all pit bull working
events altagether,

Pithull Shows held at mare informal levels are often used as & cover
for dogfighting activities. Monitoring of these shows by the
National Councill of SPCAs has made it harder for the lower kevel
fighting enthusiasts to use these events for their purposes.

The Special Investigations Unit has discovered that the newly
ermerging “group awareness wals® or pop up shows arranged by
the more criminally inclined Pitbull enthusiasts in kdentified
problem areas are now serving as fight armanging and networking
opportunities. Dogs are showcased at these wallks for breeding, sale
ard combat opportunities, with walk supporters being encouraged
to get invalved in illegal gambling side bets.

ANIMAL SEXUAL ABUSE
The Specal Imvestigations Unit also investigates cases of the sexual
abuze of animals. The sexual abuse of an animal is dosely linked to
viglent sexual offenders and Indicates towards a criminal that has a
high likelihood of being a risk to vulnerable human members of a
cormimunity, especially children. It i a crime of bath animal abuse
and crueltty shrouded in sexual vislence,

The nit currently has three cases of sexual abuse in the court
system. Cases of sexual abuse of an animal are seldem standalone
sexual crimes and every attempt shoubd be made to nvestigate
reported inciderts, identify and apprehend the perpetratos.
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National Council

of SPCAs

Team members strive to convey animal welfare messages, raise funds and represent the National
Council of SPCAs as the leader in animal welfare in Africa.

I'MNOT JUST A
FEATHEH DUSTER

CAMPAIGNS

#Not Just

With the generous pro bono assistance of Parsdhute Productions,
the &MOT JUST campaign was launched on social media in
December 2018 The campaign featured a series of meszages
regarding farm animals and the fact that, like all animals, farm
animals are sentient beings.

The Farem Anirmal Protection Lnit was panticularly suppartive of this
campaign since farm animals are not always the subjects of
compassion. Farm animals are NOT JUST food, a pair of socks or a
feather duster. They breathe. They feel pain. And they most
certainly do not desere to be neglected, abused, treated badly or
made to suffer.

16 Days of Activism

in Movember 2018 the Communications Unit ran an online
campaign recognising the 16 Days of Activism. The campaign had
tremendous reach and really brought the message home that the
Hatkonal Council of 5PCAs |s not just about animal welfare and that
our work impaclts on people oo, Our messages on Facebook
reached soma 103,004 pecple.

I'M NOT JUST
A PAIFI UF SOCKS

The Linit also presented on the link bebween animal abuse and
human wiglenos at a seminar that was held by GetUp Woman on 2
December 2018 The Mational Coundl of SPCAs’ involsement was
publicised by the organbation who have close to 37,000 female
miermbers.

Captive Lions

In Mgt 2009, & campaign exposing the captive Bon industry with
a strong call to action to stop supporting these faclities was
launched. The adverts, designed by GREY Advertising, were
displayed at Gautrain stations and on soclal media platforms.

We are most grateful to Gautrain who reached out to the National
Coaundl of SPCAs and offered us a year's partnership warth RL5
Milion, This enables us to run four campalgns during the year and
have our advertisements placed on the Gautrain’s static and digital
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bilboards at the station, Owr first campaign highlighted the pight

of captive lions.

MEDIA COVERAGE

During this reporting period, 54 media statements were issued,
with subsequent enquiries handled. The media statements resulted
in a wide coverage of the isswes on TV, radio and in print.

The National Courcil of SPCAs was featured in three separate
segmenis of the investigative journalism television series, Carte
Blanche, Being prime time television, with a huge DTV viewership
and onlime following. this created great exposure for our
organisation. The topics covered were municipal roos, purebred
dag breeding and reghected South African National Defence Force
harses,

The Mational Council of SPCAs was also granted an incredible
opportunity to expose the captive predator industry and raise funds
on lacaranda FM's Good Morning Angels om 22 May 2019, The
segment received a great response, raising close to R200 000 in
oonjuntlion with owr own online lion cub lundraising campaign.

Ses more on page 9.

n Jacaranda §d.0 8 58
m— 10 My

o0d Moming Angels on Breakias] with Marfin Besier wesfied heo Bon cubs
sufiening from & newsiogical condifion due 10 Sevens abuse and
SACLATRRTETT Mg of Breaicas) with Liamn Begier N moming
.o alee acias)

STEVE-O HELPS TO HIGHLIGHT WILDLIFE
EXPLOITATION

The multi-talented Steve-0 from Jacklss was in South Africa in
December 2018, and as & well-bnown animal activist, reguested to
do some work with us to shed some light internationally on some
of the ittues that we face in South Africa. Steve-0 has in enteis of
11 million followers cn Facebook alone,

With the angoing problem of the illegal sale of reptiles, we decided
to do a raid on the Sun City road where Steve-0 and his entourage
participated and filmed the aperation. This footage will be used on
his roadshow and in 8 television series in the USA to highlight the
miploitation of wild animals in South Africa and the need for the
Maticnal Caundl of SPCAL

WEBSITE

With the generous pra bono assistance of the Casson Media team,
wha is thanked for the valued contribution, the website af the
National Council of SPCAs was redesigred to include current user
trends and Google's best practice principles. The stunning new
website was launched in May 2019,

WWW.Nns5pca.co.za

THANK YOU

We express our gratitude to our mary backers who have shared our
passion for animals throughout the year.

Wi are especially apprecistive of the significant funding received
from the Estate of the late George and Hilda Blick.

Our pro bond supporters, with whom we hawe strong working
relationships, are acknowledged with great appreciation.

Ta the various Trusts and Foundations, donors and sponsors who
heve respanded o enthusiastically W aur campaigna, projects and
financial appeals, we extend our heartfelt gratiude for your
steadfast support.

Mary others have nominated the National Council of SPCAS the
beneficiary in respect of shopper cards or pledged support through
payrall giving — a special thank you to you all,

Our followers on the varlous soclal media platforms continue to
grow and are thanked for thelr interaction and support in helping
to spread the welfare message to benefit all animals.

WE NEED YOU TO SUPPORT ANIMALS

In our guest to improve the welfare of animals in South Africa, we
sepk and welcome additional and new supporL

All donations are tax deductible,

We are pleased to confirm that the National Council of 5PCAs i5 a
certified B-BBEE contributor, Level 1 {135% B-BBEE procurement

recagnitian).

You are invited to contact us today with your gift In support of
animals. Flease visit our website at www, nspoa.co.za to donate or
write 1o us at commsBEnspea.cora 1o find out more about the
Maticnal Council of SPCAs* life-changing Initlatives.
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The Year at a Glance

Thank you for choosing the National Council of SPCAs through which to show your kindness to animals.
Together, we were able to achieve so much during the 2018/2019 year.

T23,088 kms were
travelled around South
Africa in the line of duty.

1,800 inspections were
undertaken,

33 dogfighting related
actions were taken.

108 animals remowved from
cycle of vinlence,

348 warnings/notices/
requirement letters were
issued to improwve animal
care.

18 successful prosecutions
were achioved,

9T court cases are pending
for animal welfare offences.

180 days were spent
attending to court cases.

1,001 anirmals were
assisted in traffic accidents
and disasters.

2,54T working donkeys
and mules were assisted.

1,854 donkey owners and
USErS Were assisted,

11,356 learners were
educated on donkey and
anirnal welfare.

38 wild and exatic animals
werne rescued,

AT2 cargo warehouse

inspections were
undertakin at airports,

We ended the suffering of animals.

We helped animals cought in disosters,

We protected animals ond prevented cruelty.

We improved the working conditions of animals.

We achleved justice for animals through the
legal system.

We influenced decizion makers to consider the weifore
of animals.

We empowered peaple through training.

15 commercial land border
posts were intpected,

1,B68 animal research
protocols were reviewed,
representing 1,927 man
hours,

198 Animal Ethics
Cormmittes mestings were
attended,

28 sporting/recreational
events using animals were
monitored

486 meetings with external
parties were attended to
achleve improved conditions
for animals,

3T workshops and
conferences were attended
and 2T workshops were
presented.

50 practical training

se55ions were conducted on
site bm the areas of indvidual
SPCAs.

18 training courses were
presented.

282 delegates attended our
external training courses,

188 5PCA delegates
attended our internal
training courses.

B SPCA Regional Meetings
were attended.
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PROTECT WHAT
MATTERS TO YOU

We all want to protect what matters to us.

Like you, we believe that no animal should have
to experience pain and suffering. Every living
animal has intrinsic value and is a sentient
being. It is our responsibility to ensure that they
are protected.

Many animals have benefitted from individuals
who have recognised the continued need to
combat cruelty by including the National
Council of SPCAs In their estate plans.

Through their thoughtfulness, they have made
a timeless commitment to animals for years to
come. Will you join theam?

Write to us at nspca@nspca.co.za to sign up as
a8 legacy partner.

ears of
nect ng you

B ":::1.1:' mers
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