
	The	Story	of	Castor	&	Pollux:
	The	Two	Kimberley	Donkeys

	

NSPCA	Senior	Inspector	Duan	Coetzee,	11	March	2026

On	 the	 afternoon	 of	 March	 10th,	 I	 received	 a	 call	 from	 Chief	 Inspector
Appalsamy,	 head	 of	 the	 NSPCA's	 Farm	 Animal	 Unit.	 Two	 donkeys,
seemingly	abandoned	by	their	owner	on	the	side	of	the	road	-	a	farmer	had
spotted	them,	and	had	no	idea	how	long	they	had	been	there.	Kimberley's
autumn	had	offered	some	mercy	that	morning,	but	noon	had	peaked	and
the	 sun	 was	 blazing	 -	 even	 an	 hour	 or	 two	 in	 that	 heat	 likely	 meant
dehydration.	

I	pulled	up,	stepped	out,	and	approached	slowly	-	their	coats	coming	into
focus	as	 I	neared,	glistening	and	drenched	 in	sweat.	 It	was	only	as	 I	got
closer	 that	 the	 red	 and	 raw	 wounds	 revealed	 themselves	 -	 hydration,	 I
realised,	was	 the	 least	of	 their	 concerns.	Chafed	 through	 their	 coats,	 the
injuries	mapped	every	place	where	an	ill-fitting	harness	had	done	its	worst:
legs,	 shoulders,	 chest,	 backs.	 What	 struck	 me,	 despite	 it	 all,	 was	 how
stoically	 they	 stood.	 Carrying	 their	 pain	without	 so	much	 as	 a	 cry.	 They
deserved	names	of	honour:	Castor	and	Pollux	-	the	divine	twins	of	Greek
mythology,	inseparable	and	steadfast,	one	always	watching	over	the	other.

As	if	fate	herself	had	arranged	it,	there	was	an	SPCA	nearby	-	a	stroke	of
luck	animals	in	this	part	of	the	country	rarely	see.	In	less	populated	areas
like	these,	 there	 is	often	no	shelter,	no	net	 to	catch	the	 falling.	That	day,
there	was.	The	doors	of	the	Kimberley	SPCA	closed	behind	them,	and	for
the	first	time	in	perhaps	too	long,	they	were	safe.

Pursuing	justice	and	prosecution	would	mean	days,	weeks,	and	months	of
effort	and	worry,	but	it	was	an	honour	to	act	on	their	behalf.	Though	they
would	never	know	how	loved	they	were,	or	that	we	would	not	let	their
pain	mean	nothing	-	I	like	to	think,	somehow,	they	did.

Help	Us	Fight	for	Castor	&	Pollux	in	Court

SEE	MORE	
Watch	Their	Journey	Here

	

Saving	The	Trichard	28:
	House	of	Horrors

	

Twenty-one	dogs	and	seven	cats	-	that	is	how	many	lives	changed	on	the
17th	of	March	when	NSPCA	Inspectors	executed	a	warrant	at	a	property	in
Trichardt,	Secunda.	What	they	found	was	sobering,	but	what	they	left	with
was	everything.

Each	one	now	safe,	fed,	and	in	the	hands	of	people	who	care.

READ	MORE	
Trapped,	Sick	Animals	Everywhere:	NSPCA	Removes
28	from	Filthy	Trichardt	Home

	

	Justice	Delayed	is	Not	Justice	Denied:	
	17	Dogs	and	a	Better	Future

	

	

Seventeen	 Pitbull-type	 dogs.	 Four	 years	 of	 investigation,	 court
appearances,	 and	 challenged	evidence.	On	 the	10th	of	 February	2026,	a
conviction	was	secured	in	the	Pietermaritzburg	Magistrate's	Court,	and	with
it	the	message	that	animal	cruelty	will	be	pursued,	however	long	it	takes.

READ	MORE	
NSPCA	Secures	Conviction	of	Pitbull	Breeder	in
Pietermaritzburg

	

Without	any	support	from	the	government,
we	rely	solely	on	you.

Every	single	good	thing	we	do	in	this	world	
begins	with	your	decision	to	help.

click	here	to	be	part	of	the	good

	

A	Luxury	Two-Night	Stay
at	the	Fynbos	Pod	–	4
Cyphia	Close	Cabins,
Hout	Bay

A	Premium	Pet	Apparel
Hamper	from	Kreature
Comforts

ENTER	HERE	FOR	FREE

	

click	here

THE	GRID	CROSSWORD	#1

Think	you	know	your	animals?	Prove
it!

	

	

	

Thank	you	for	believing	in	this	cause.	Thank	you	for	standing	with	us.
And	most	importantly,	thank	you	for	standing	up	for	them.

With	gratitude,	
Team	NSPCA

	

Change	only	happens	for	animals	when	you	enter	the	equation.

Our	love	for	animals	is	immense,	but	it	cannot	carry	our	mission	alone.
	

With	more	funding,	we	can	do	so	much	more	for	so	many	animals	out	there.
	

Please,	will	you	help	us?

help	us	by	donating	here

	

	

Banking	Details

Account	Name:	SPCA	National	Council	of	SA
Bank:	Standard	Bank

Account	Number:	220	639	744
Branch	Code:	051	001

Swift	code	for	international	EFTs:	SBZAZAJJ
Reference:	Your	Email	Address

	

https://web.facebook.com/reel/854759580671714
https://nspca.co.za/adopt-a-project/donkey-upliftment/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/18R1dD5j4k/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/18R1dD5j4k/
https://nspca.co.za/nspca-removes-28-from-filthy-trichardt-home/
https://nspca.co.za/nspca-removes-28-from-filthy-trichardt-home/
https://nspca.co.za/nspca-secures-conviction-of-pitbull-breeder-in-pietermaritzburg/
https://nspca.co.za/nspca-secures-conviction-of-pitbull-breeder-in-pietermaritzburg/
https://nspca.co.za/donate/
https://nspca.co.za/lead-the-change/
https://nspca.co.za/the-grid/
https://nspca.co.za/donate/
https://www.facebook.com/NSPCA/
https://x.com/NSPCA_SA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nspcasouthafrica/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0Z0_y7E2llrMEt3EVwhoOQ
https://www.instagram.com/nspca.rsa/

